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A Bird’s Eye View by Jamie Evans, Senior Pastor  

From a bird’s eye view of our con-
gregation we have seen radical shifts in 
the composition of our membership. 
We are ‘younging’  if I can make that 
into a verb. Our population is being 
heavily weighted by babies and their 
parents. Young couples are voting with 
their feet in arriving among us and then 
voting again with their hope by bring-
ing many children into the world 
among us. David Abdo has called the 
left portion of our sanctuary in second 
service “ fertility corner.”  This has 
brought us a challenge as our Sunday 
School program and our AWANA min-
istry now needs deeper investment of 
human resources and time to honor the 
down payment that the Lord has given 
us for the future in these babies and 
children. Marcie York and Corrie 
Sands, our Children’s Pastors, have 
shown me figures that demonstrate a 
doubling of our numbers in the past 
eighteen months in their ministry rolls. 
I want us to relish this moment. This is 
an excellent struggle to face, for we 
need more mentors, teachers and facili-
ties for these new lives. This is one of 
the many wonderful challenges we face 
in 2007. 

Our campus is undergoing a three 
million dollar renovation, from organ to 
youth facility, and from sanctuary exte-
rior to the classrooms. In prayer our 
staff and elders have dedicated this 
property to the Lord as His to allocate 
for the Kingdom. We see ourselves as 
stewards and not owners. We now have 
four siblings all sharing this property: 
Bible Study Fellowship on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays with up to 500 women 
studying God’s Word, Hope Now for 
Youth with their staff who soon will 
have permanent offices in our refur-
bished A1 Auto (Now called the Body 

Shop) and have started a gang church 
on Sunday evening, Bethany Church 
led by Jonathan Vialobos that meets 
in our high school room at 11am on 
Sunday mornings, and finally First 
Presbyterian. Our aim is to maximize 
for ministry the territory God has 
given us. This brings holy wear to our 
facility and we still have other organi-
zations requesting portions of our 
space. Pray that your elders will dis-
cern which groups are to be brought 
alongside of us to share in this won-
derful property. 

This year brought us into initial 
disagreement with our denomination 
on biblical literacy and alternative 
lifestyles. We thus entered into a sea-
son of separation but not yet divorce 
by unanimous vote of the Session as 
the Presbyterian Church sorts out 
what it believes on these essential 
matters. Thus far stasis in the ranks 
seems the denomination’s direction, 
ordinations have been few and the 
church courts appear to have disci-
plined rogue ordaining bodies that 
have strayed too far to the left on 
these matters. But our leadership led 
by David Abdo keeps an eagle eye 
upon any possible drift towards prac-
tices that would damage our Biblical 
witness to our children and the world. 
Currently eleven churches in our 
Presbytery have banded together to 
pray and build a coalition for possible 
action if evangelical principles are 
abandoned. This has been a 500 year 
marriage with the Presbyterian 
Church and we will proceed carefully 
watching national events with keen 
interest. 

Recently there has been great 
interest by many of you in courses led 
by Marcie York and Greg Ehlert deal-

ing with the parenting of children and 
adolescents. Our people are hungry for 
insight into the rigors of bringing up the 
next generation in Christ’s love and 
way. Even the most mature of Chris-
tians often struggles in launching the 
next generation under Christ’s banner. 
We have heard this hunger among you 
and will continue to build these offer-
ings through Adult Nurture. 

Staff continues its emphasis in 
prayer and core Biblical tenets of ortho-
doxy. I adore the staff that I get to labor 
with and I believe we have a group of 
leaders committed to this family of 
faith for the long term ministry. One of 
our aims has been to stop the whiplash 
of our youth in losing youth pastors. I 
believe in Greg and Craig, Corrie and 
Marcie that we have the staff we need 
for ministry over the long haul. In their 
lives, their morals, their prayerfulness 

(Continued on page 3) 
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In God’s Presence by Scott 

“Let us remember that we are in 
the holy presence of our Lord.”  Session 
repeats this affirmation throughout its 
meetings to remind us of some very 
essential truths. It is His church that we 
serve, and we shall serve it according to 
His holy standards. It also reminds us 
that we can do all things in Christ, who 
strengthens us, because God is al-
mighty. 

How often do we recognize these 
essential truths as we rush through our 
lives?  Most of the time, we get too 
busy with life to recognize God’s holy 
presence. Instead, we get too distracted 
by the worries of the world, and we do 
not always realize that we are in the 
holy presence of God Almighty. We 
forget, and we tackle our problems 
without Him. Without Him, we are me-
diocre and limited by the ways of the 
world.  But when we stop, and recog-
nize that we are in His holy presence, 
then great and wonderful things begin 
to happen.  The elders have made it a 
point to stop during their meetings, and 
recognize that we are in His holy pres-
ence. When we realize this simple and 
powerful truth, great and wonderful 
things begin to happen. 

You have a Session that prays in-
cessantly. Session is a blend of very 
different people, with very different 
views and backgrounds. We are De-
mocrats and Republicans, liberals and 
conservatives, rich and poor, young and 
old. Despite these incredible differ-
ences, however, we are unified in the 
Spirit. This unity is the fruit of prayer. 
Prayer has led a diverse Session to vote 
unanimously on every decision made 
this year. Prayer has allowed the elders 
to view each other with God’s eyes. 
The elders consider each other pre-
cious, and view their many differences 
as gifts, which Almighty God is using 
to further His will.  Great and wonder-
ful things happen when you realize the 
security, confidence and comfort of 
being in the holy presence of God. It is 
also unbelievably joyful. 

During 2006, prayer brought sub-
stance to a Long Range Vision. In 
2006, our church embraced our largest 
capital campaign ever, with over 

$3,000,000 raised. 
The “Mission: Possi-
ble”  campaign exem-
plified our commit-
ment to the salvation 
and spiritual growth 
of our youth, and our 
mission to be a light 
in downtown Fresno. 
Some of the funds 
have already been 
put to use, with the 
acquisition of the A-
1 building, the instal-
lation of the new 
organ, the renovation of our down-
stairs’  play area, the relocation of our 
library, and the new canopy. How-
ever, the biggest changes should oc-
cur in 2007. 

In January of 2007, we expect to 
submit our construction plans for the 
nursery and the administration build-
ing, the youth facilities in the A-1 
Building, and the renovation of our 
Sanctuary. If the City of Fresno ap-
proves the plans, then construction in 
the A-1 Building, and the new nurs-
ery, can start in February, with com-
pletion in the summer of 2007, and 
construction on the sanctuary can 
commence in March, with completion 
by January of 2008. These dates all 
depend on the City’s approval of our 
plans by February of 2007. But in 
prayer, we are hopeful. So please re-
member to pray. 

During 2006, prayer has brought 
different cultures together, and 
planted the seeds for salvation. In 
2006 we started the AWANA pro-
gram at First Pres. Each Wednesday 
night, over 70 children come to our 
church and learn that Jesus loves 
them. Children of diverse ethnic 
backgrounds played together, prayed 
together and heard the gospel. Some 
will be sharing the gospel message 
with their parents. During the 2006 
Holy Week, we continued our tradi-
tion of the High School Mission Trip. 
This is a special time when our youth 
learn about compassion and see Christ 
at work in a body of believers. And in 
2006, the experience was enhanced 

when members of Bethany 
Inner City church joined 
our High School students 
on the Mexico Mission 
Trip. 
Prayer has also increased 
our faith to invest funds 
and encourage members to 
participate in a new 
church plant in southeast 
Fresno.  Rev. Rich Latta, 
an ordained Presbyterian 
minister, is the son of 
Howard and Helen Latta. 
Rich was raised in our 

church. Through the support of First 
Pres., Rich and his wife Colleen, have 
partnered with a Hispanic pastor, to 
fulfill a vision of a multi-cultural 
church in Southeast Fresno. Members 
of First Pres. have come along side 
Rich and Colleen in this pursuit. 

Our church continues to have a role 
in mentoring young people, and encour-
aging their Faith, so that new Rich Lat-
tas will emerge to carry out the Great 
Commission. During 2006, the Evan-
gelism Ministry Team continued to 
develop and grow the Alpha program. 
This program has helped many new and 
old believers to have real and intimate 
relationship with our Lord.  In January 
of 2007 all of our high school students 
will experience Alpha, which will give 
them the opportunity to develop a 
deeper walk with our Lord. 

Other great steps in faith were 
made in 2006, while we prayed and 
realized that we are in the holy pres-
ence of God Almighty. In 2006, the 
General Assembly of the PCUSA con-
doned the ordination of pastors and 
church leaders who are actively en-
gaged in homosexual conduct.  We 
were faced with the challenge to oppose 
the General Assembly’s interpretation 
of scripture on this issue.  Our church 
took a national stand, and prayed for 
the healing of persons who are engaged 
in such activities. Other Presbyterian 
churches have joined us to face this 
great challenge in the coming year. It 
was only through prayer, and in the 
quiet confidence of being in His holy 

(Continued on page 3) 



� � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � �� �

and their maturity they all demonstrate 
the values I want my children to learn. 
As Senior Pastor I am surrounded by 
staff of amazing talent! It is a rich sea-
son.  

Challenges for 2007 will be grow-
ing our college ministry, enlarging 
Evangelism and stabilizing our budget. 
“Mission: Possible,”  the Capital Cam-
paign and our General Budget all con-
sume upwards of four million dollars a 
year. We hope to cement AWANA into 
our church culture and broaden our em-
phasis within the neighborhood. The 
elders have begun the next stage in our 
Long Range Plan envisioning five year 
plans for ministry enhancement. This is 
all to say we have goals that can be 
reached only with the Holy Spirit’s in-
tervention. As Kristy and I have been 
with you now for five and one half 
years we are delighted to be part of this 
church family. It is our hope to labor 
together for many years to come. 
Fresno is a spacious and bountiful field. 

(Evans—Continued from page 1) 

Adult Nurture 
Every year about this time, the 

Adult Nurture Ministry Team gets to-
gether and prepares this report. It is 
always done with joy and laughter, and 
it is always good to look at what God 
has done in our lives, and our minis-
tries. So, here it is! 

About eighteen years ago, several 
women decided to get together for Bi-
ble Study and breakfast. That group has 
grown and changed, but about twenty 
women are still meeting every Tuesday 
morning at Merlene Samuelian’s home. 
This year the Morning Glories are 
studying Genesis. At about the same 
time, another group started meeting on 
Thursday mornings. This year, the 
Thursday Morning Bible Study is con-
tinuing its study of The Kings and The 
Prophets. Marilyn Minassian is the 
teaching leader of the study. These two 
studies have been nourishing women 
for almost twenty years! Women’s Min-
istries also provided some outdoor ad-
ventures, including a hike to Louis 
Creek Falls led by Carole Dupertuis, 
and a canoe trip on the San Joaquin 
River led by Sharon Weaver. Women’s 
Conference this year was very well at-
tended, and very nourishing! Lana Rob-
erts, Louise Armstrong, Joanie Martin 
and Kristie Jett explored the theme 
“God’s Hand In Our Lives” . Each one 
shared so deeply, and every woman 
there was touched by God’s hand 
through their sharing. Men’s Confer-
ence was also very well attended, and 
included a steak dinner, paintball, great 
fellowship, and speaker Gordon Hess. 
The Second Half Club continued to 
provide fellowship to many. The group, 
which has an average attendance of 
about 60, took a trip to the Getty Mu-
seum, listened to speakers including 
Corky Normart and Henry Dupertuis, 
and celebrated Christmas with a dinner 
and music by Dean Lloyd. The Church 
In Society committee organized blood 
drives, provided election information, 
and sent members to General Assem-
bly. Our Mariners and House Churches 
continued their vital ministry to mem-
bers; providing fellowship, accountabil-
ity, and study. Christian Outfitters pro-
vides a variety of classes to adults on 
Sunday mornings. Classes included 

Bible study, parenting, and reports from 
long-term and short- term mission teams. 
The Lenten Series studied Ben Patter-
son’s book “Waiting.”  Each Wednesday 
during Lent, about 75 people gathered for 
dinner, teaching from Pastor Jamie and 
Pastor David, and small group discussion. 
Ben Patterson preached at both services 
on Palm Sunday, and taught a combined 
session of Christian Outfitters. This fall 
brought a big change to the library; it was 
moved from the administration building 
to room 101! A huge ‘Thank You!”  goes 
to Albert and LaVerna Pauls, who did so 
much planning and preparation for the 
move; and to the Church Care Ministry 
Team, who accomplished the physical 
move in a day! 

God was in each of these events and 
groups, and we pray that He is honored in 
our ministry all the time! 

—Barbara Knepper  

Christian Education 
Nursery/Preschool 

This last year of ministry in the nurs-
ery and preschool areas has been very 
exciting!  The combination of new fami-
lies who have recently joined our congre-
gation and new babies being born has 
caused a great blessing of growth-- our 
numbers have nearly doubled in both the 
nursery and the preschool departments!  
For this reason, we are incredibly grateful 
for the gift of the new space for babies 
and toddlers that is coming through  
“Mission: Possible.”   When it is finished, 
we will immediately fill the new space to 
capacity, especially as there is at least one 
baby due, per month, to young mothers in 
our midst from now until Fall 2007! 

In our nursery, Lisa Rush continues 
to use her giftedness to make our church 
one of the finest places for babies on any 
given Sunday.  God  has so richly blessed 
us with her service to families.  We have 
also been abundantly blessed with de-
voted volunteers who lovingly welcome 
the babies.  We look forward to increas-
ing the number of volunteers in the com-
ing year as we continue to (literally) 
count our tiny blessings.  If you are inter-
ested in serving in this growing area, 
please contact Lisa Rush in the nursery 
during any Sunday morning. 

Our preschool ministry has also con-
tinued  to experience growth.  We are 
continually amazed at the capacity that 

Ministry Team Reports 

presence, that we were able to take this 
public stand. Again, Session was unani-
mous in its vote. It is essential, how-
ever, that all of us continue to pray, so 
that sin does not divide us, but contin-
ues to be the reason why each one of 
us, each day, needs our Savior. 

Through prayer, God continues to 
bless us with a strong and obedient 
staff. In 2006, we mourned over the 
retirement of Tom Parsons, a pastor 
who is greatly loved by this congrega-
tion. In 2006, we rejoiced in the call of 
Lana Roberts, a pastor who was drawn 
from this congregation.  We are grate-
ful to have a vital and strong staff, 
which prays together and seeks His will 
for this church. 

Prayer has made us grateful. I am 
grateful for you. God has selected each 
one of us to come together as a loving, 
believing and praying congregation. 
Our relationships are eternal, and the 
work that we do together, in accordance 
with His will, will have eternal conse-
quences. As we work together in 2007, 
let us begin with prayer, and let us al-
ways remember that we are in the holy 
presence of God. 

( McCallum—Continued from page 2) 
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Ministry Team Reports, Continued 

young ones have for understanding God.  
Our 2©s and 3©s class has been traveling 
through the Bible, learning about how 
God is in all of the details of our lives. 
Their faithful education hour teachers 
have been Mary and Allen Jones, Debi 
Stanley, and Jeanie Cooper.  The 3©s, 4©s 
and 5©s have experienced an entire church 
calendar year through their curriculum 
called Godly Play.  These children have 
shared some amazing responses as they 
discover profound things about the God 
who made us and His Son who died for 
us.  The education hour for these ages has 
been faithfully led by Robert and Rose-
mary Avery.  Many thanks to all of our 
loyal leaders. 

Perhaps one of the most exciting 
developments in the early education de-
partment this last year has been our new 
AWANA Program.  Preschoolers don©t 
often have camps or activities that are 
geared just for them.  The AWANA Cub-
bies ministry, led by the wonderful 
Wendi Norvell and many fearless leaders, 
has provided a niche for these 3-5 year 
olds, where they are weekly hiding God©s 
word in their hearts.  It is a great joy (and 
truly the most hilarious hour of the week) 
to watch these little ones play, work and 
study scripture together. 

Thanks to all of you who continu-
ously sacrifice time and energy to serve 
in the many ways that make ministry to 
children possible.  We look forward to 
another great  year. 

—Corr ie Sands 
 

Elementary Department 
Our Sunday morning ministry to K-

6th graders is served by 45 dedicated 
volunteers. K-4th graders rotate through 
Media, Bible Knowledge, Drama, and 
Art, and Cooking classrooms.  Our 5th 
and 6th grade class is spending this 
school year studying the book of John. 

To aid our parents, Corrie and 
Marcie facilitated an eleven-week parent-
ing class on Sunday mornings in the fall 
of 2006. Additionally, each spring Tom 
Granata has offered 6th graders and their 
parents a wonderful six-week “Preparing 
for Adolescence”  class, which will be 
offered again this year. 2006©s Vacation 
Bible Blast was very successful, with 
fifteen children receiving Christ as Sav-
ior! Winter camp for 4th to 6th graders at 

Sugar Pine and summer camps at Cal-
vin Crest for 3rd to 6th graders were 
well attended and influential in the 
spiritual growth of our children.  Once 
again, funds from our church’s Fire-
works Booth helped families cover 
camping expenses. Thanks to all who 
staffed and/or purchased fireworks this 
past summer at our booth! 

A wonderful team of Networkers 
worked with our youth during the sum-
mer of 2006. 

Most recently, our new AWANA 
ministry began in Fall 2006, with 70 
children ages 3-11 years old attending. 
Several children have trusted Jesus as 
their Lord and Savior!  We praise God 
for an excellent program and the strong 
leadership team that has formed around 
Craig and Ruth Hill. Our AWANA 
families are appreciating a special, 
practical ministry of Wednesday din-
ners, prepared by Jim Cousins and 
crew, that feed between 50 and 80 peo-
ple weekly. 

—Marcie York 
 

Junior  High 
The junior high group, Impact, had 

a wonderful year in 2006.  We said 
goodbye to Advisors Kaylin Roberts 
and Jameson White, thanking them for 
their faithful work, and said hello to 
new Advisors Adam Brown, Kevin 
Conrad and Chrissy Withrow. Josh 
Purves and Cindy Carlson also joined 
our Advisor team this year.  As in past 
years, we participated in World Vi-
sion’s “30-Hour Famine.”  We joined 
the senior highs  in February at winter 
camp at Bass Lake.  For our Easter va-
cation missions trip, we served at West-
minster Woods camp. 

Santa Cruz was a great time to hear 
from God. Our Parent Appreciation/
Valentine Dinner was a special time. 
The eighth grade leadership team 
(F.U.E.L.) did a great job putting on a 
few big events such as the Christmas 
party. On Wednesday nights we met to 
study 1, 2, and 3 John, as well as Philip-
pians and some topical studies. We had 
a great summer with our Networkers, 
going on a backpacking trip and to 
camp at Calvin Crest. Thanks to all of 
you who drove, hosted, fed, or other-
wise supported our junior high ministry. 

My hope and prayer is that our students 
will find out who they are in Christ and 
learn who God has called them to be. 

--Craig Blodgett 
 

Senior  High 
The senior high ministry had a full 

and exciting year in 2006. Beyond the 
weekly gatherings of Bible study and 
Sunday school, the students participated 
in dozens of activities including Winter 
Camp, a ski trip, Fall Retreat, Harvest 
Party, Christmas Party, etc. With the in-
credible support of the congregation, the 
group joined efforts with Bethany Inner-
City Church to build a home in Tijuana, 
Mexico. In six days, the home was built 
and the students learned a lot about the 
power of God, Mexican culture and pro-
fessional contracting. The summer of 
2006 was full of activities and ministry 
with our three Networkers Nate Moon, 
Mary Koon and Emily Williams. From 
river rafting, to a Giants game, to summer 
camp to a bike trip, the students grew in 
fellowship with God and one another 
throughout the summer. We are thankful 
to God and this congregation for 2006 
and are looking forward to the Alpha 
Course, Winter camp and YWAM San 
Francisco in 2007! 

—Greg Ehler t 

Church Care 
This year has been a time of mainte-

nance with much appreciation for our 
many volunteers who have spent count-
less hours caring for our facilities. 

We would especially like to recog-
nize the following: John Cotton, Dean 
Lloyd, Jim Dice, Tim Steele, George 
Melton, Charlie Schuler, Bob Smith, 
Richard Samuelian, Ronnie Samuelian, 
John Ellenberger, Steve Pharis, Bev Rick-
lefs, Richard Regalado, Susan Glover, 
and, of course, Robert Wood who has to 
pull it all together. 

It is difficult to separate “ Mission: 
Possible”  improvements from the 
changes due to regular maintenance 
needs. One often is the result of the other. 

We have a newly remodeled organ. 
Additional pipes were added and wiring 
was replaced. 

One of our greatest joys was the re-
keying of the locks to a master key. Staff 
and church care folks no longer feel like 
they might drown if caught in a rain-
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storm. 
The patio covers, resurfacing of the 

play yard and repair to the play struc-
ture have been a real hit with the little 
ones and those caring for them. Marcie 
York’s beautification project in the 
lower court has also been greatly appre-
ciated. 

The sanctuary thermostat was re-
placed, the administration building wa-
ter heater was replaced, and rooms were 
vacated in preparation for “ Mission: 
Possible”  work. All of this was part of 
the general maintenance. A new phone 
system was installed. 

Albert Pauls and Barbara Knepper 
deserve praise for the hard work putting 
together our new library. 

Your staff has also participated in 
the economy of change by doing their 
own room moves and decorating. David 
Abdo and Lana Roberts and their 
spouses replaced ceiling tiles in their 
new offices and did their own painting.  

We would like to add a special note 
about Bob Smith who went home to the 
Lord in 2006. Bob was a powerhouse 
resource for our church and spent many, 
many hours doing electrical work as 
needed. He and his faithful friend John 
Cotton made many improvements sav-
ing the church thousands of dollars.  

Another special mention should be 
Delfred Edwards, who entered the 
Lord’s presence in December, 2006. 
Del took care of the many door and 
lock problems as well as pew repairs for 
our church throughout his working 
years. 

—Rober t Wood 

Deacons 
The ministry of the Board of Dea-

cons serves our Lord Jesus Christ by 
caring for the spiritual and physical 
needs of our congregation. The mem-
bers are dedicated to pray both corpo-
rately and individually for special 
needs. The eighteen members are under 
the pastoral leadership of Rev. Paul 
Armstrong. We are privileged to serve 
with Paul and appreciate his tender 
heart for the care of God’s people. 

We provided a large amount of 
meal support for bereaved families, 
families with newborns, and other spe-
cial situations. This year we served over 
23 families and provided over 140 

meals. We planned seven memorial 
receptions, hosted special events, as-
sisted with transportation, loaned medi-
cal equipment, and sent many notes of 
encouragement. Each deacon makes 
visitations to our S.T.A.R.S. (Seniors 
That Are Really Special). Our deacons 
made over 281 home visits, sent 100 
notes or cards, and made 278 phone 
contacts to our S.T.A.R.S. along with 
offering communion in their homes on 
a quarterly basis. 

The deacons responded to calls 
from Love INC. to provide assistance 
and service to people outside our con-
gregation. In addition, we assisted in 
financial aid to a family from January to 
July 2006. The deacon Board is espe-
cially grateful for the many Harvest of 
Helpers volunteers who worked with 
the deacons in caring for our church 
family and supporting our congrega-
tion’s needs. 

The deacons are involved in others 
ministries—participation on the Nomi-
nating Committee, serving the Annual 
Congregational Meeting breakfast, spe-
cial events, and the Congregational 
Care Team, which assists the pastoral 
staff with needs in our congregation. 

Annually each year the Deacon 
Board requests volunteer sign-ups for 
our varied ministries through Harvest of 
Helpers. If you missed the sign-up and 
would like to help, call the church of-
fice or pick up a form in the narthex. 
Without your help and prayers, it would 
not be possible to accomplish our min-
istry of caring for both inside and out-
side our church family.  

—Carolyn Johnson 

Evangelism 
Wow! A CD of our Sunday sermon 

is now downloadable from our Church 
website right after the Sunday service. 
This is part of our ongoing technology 
update. 

During 2006 we organized the fol-
lowing: “Suppers for Seven”  dinners, 
new friends gatherings, new members 
orientations, Alpha classes, Easter and 
Christmas front yard invitation signs, a 
24-hour Maundy Thursday/Good Friday 
prayer vigil, and a special outreach 
event with Bethany Church and Hope 
Now For Youth to view “The Nativity 
Story.”  

It was a busy year for our Lord. 
Thank you for all of your participation in 
these events. Evangelism meets the sec-
ond Tuesday of each month at 6:30 in the 
church library and you are invited to join 
us. 

Our Evangelism Ministry Team is 
composed of the following people: Becky 
Adams, Pat Alexander, Jill Brackett, Paul 
Deffebach, Greg Ehlert, Mindy Franklin, 
Dave Kimball, Andrea and Skin Mead, 
and Ed Swenson.  

—Skin Mead 

Long Range Planning 
The capital campaign drive of 

“Mission: Possible”  was successfully led 
by Diane Johnson. The pledges received 
for the three year term have enabled the 
starting of the next exciting phase. Much 
of the work that is being done is not the 
type that meets the eye but some of the 
changes are evident already. Our library 
was moved to room 101. It is complete 
with more shelves, reorganized with sit-
ting areas for study and reading. We hope 
you will go by and check it out if you 
have not done so. Many thanks to Albert 
Pauls for his many hours spent making 
our library a place of inspiration. 

The administrative copy and work 
room has been relocated to the opposite 
side of the building. With these two 
moves, work is ready to convert the old 
library space and work room into our new 
ground level nursery. As you may have 
noticed there is a growing demand for 
this larger and more convenient nursery. 
Please pray for church care and those 
working on this project that the update of 
a 40 year old administration building to a 
new nursery with 2007 building codes 
will go smoothly. 

Our new organ console installation 
was completed in November in time for 
all the Christmas services. The new con-
sole gives us flexibility to continue to use 
the wonderful pipes that we have enjoyed 
so long and also to add in all the great 
synthesized sounds that add depth and 
beauty to any piece of music. We thank 
the music and worship committee for all 
the hours devoted to the installation. 
Much of the work was done up in the 
organ chamber above the Heritage room 
(prayer room). 

Plans for the A-1 building remodel 
are ready to be submitted to the city for 
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final approval. The goal is have the 
final remodel work done by the end of 
the first quarter of 2007. We look for-
ward to having a special place for the 
young people of our church. Also near-
ing the final stages of plan approval are 
the plans for the exterior work on the 
sanctuary. Please pray that the plan 
process goes smoothly and that God©s 
will is the central focus throughout the 
entire project. 

We thank you for your support and 
faithfulness to the campaign and the 
entire project. Look forward to seeing 
some exciting changes on our church 
grounds and buildings. 

—Mer lene Samuelian 

Ministry Equipping 
First Pres is known for its phe-

nomenal lay people. This year we were 
blessed to celebrate some of our peo-
ple’s service. We put on a gourmet din-
ner at the Evans’  home to thank the 
Long Range Planning Team for their 
years of dedicated service. It was won-
derful to spend time with them and hear 
how God had worked through them as 
they served. 

We were blessed when we held exit 
interviews for our deacons, elders, and 
nominating committee members who 
were completing their terms of service. 
They shared how God worked in their 
lives and in their ministries. They told 
us what helped equip them for service, 
and in what ways they would have liked 
to be better equipped. We’ ll be helping 
to equip the next group of deacons and 
elders for service based on what we 
learned. 

We held our second “Fellowship of 
the Ordained Potluck”  in March, a time 
for all our ordained pastors, elders and 
deacons to share together. It’ s wonder-
ful to hear from the people who made 
decisions and did long range planning 
30 or even 50 years ago, and to see how 
God helped put their visions into reality 
and bear fruit. 

Our biggest task is one we are just 
beginning. We signed on to the Church 
Community Builder website. This is a 
great tool for helping people to be con-
nected. A few ministry teams have 
started a trial run with it and it will be 
available to the congregation in the 
coming year.  With it, a ministry team 

can e-mail an agenda and meeting re-
minder to all its members with a click 
of the mouse. A team can post its calen-
dar of events. When it’s fully up and 
running, visitors will be able to easily 
see how they can connect. A ministry 
team that needs a specific kind of vol-
unteer will be able to search for people 
who say that they have a particular 
skill. Watch for more on this in 2007! 

—Laura Spongberg 

Missions 
If you go to the Mission page of the 

First Pres website you will find this: We 
believe growing in Christ involves find-
ing your place in the grand adventure 
of seeing the gospel planted, taking root 
and growing in every people group God 
created. Taking this gospel across so-
cial, ethnic, religious, linguistic and 
sometimes even geographic barriers is 
the task Christ gave his first disciples. 
Since the task is not completed, we seek 
to do our part in our time. 

Revelation 7:9-10 gives us a 
glimpse of what it will be like when the 
job is done! After this I looked, and 
there was a great multitude that no one 
could count, from every nation, from all 
tribes and peoples and languages, 
standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb, robed in white, with palm 
branches in their hands. They cried out 
in a loud voice saying, “ Salvation be-
longs to our God who is seated on the 
throne, and to the Lamb.”  

Here are some of the ways we 
sought to find our place in this grand 
adventure in 2006. 

We found ourselves at the begin-
ning of the year with the joyful task of 
seeking to discern where we might give 
away a double tithe from the Session on 
a large estate gift,  $80,000 beyond our 
budget! 

We got to give $40,000 to help 
start a new university dedicated to ser-
vant leadership in Ethiopia.  Another 
$15,000 was given to Horn of Africa 
Mission for support of a computer cen-
ter and the training and equipping of 
church planters. 

This left us with $ 25,000 to sup-
port the start up of what is now called 
LifeSpring, the church plant in the 
southeast part of our city which we took 
on as a mother church. In addition to 

those funds we hosted a couple of oppor-
tunities for people to hear more about 
LifeSpring and to consider their part in 
this outreach.  To date Sharon Weaver is 
the only FPC member committed to regu-
lar participation, but some others have 
offered to help by hosting events in their 
home, by praying and still others by pro-
viding for some of their needs. 

Peter France volunteered to take on 
the job of recruiting groups to go to the 
Rescue Mission the first Sunday of each 
month.  He regularly goes with groups 
and has been a great help in keeping us 
faithful to our commitment to do this 
service monthly. 

A small but persistent band of mem-
bers met monthly to pray specifically for 
the country of Sudan, and they continued 
to keep that place in front of our congre-
gation in a variety of ways.  Our connec-
tion with the Horn of Africa Mission al-
lowed us to meet with a missionary cou-
ple as they were preparing to go there to 
provide training for Sudanese Christians 
eager to bring others to faith. We are 
grateful for this specific connection. 

We stepped out this spring and sum-
mer into a new joint project with deacons 
to launch Angel Food Ministries.  John 
Goodell, Michele Cooper and Merlene 
Samuelian provided excellent leadership.  
We were delighted to find volunteers 
eager to spend some time Saturday morn-
ings to work our food distribution center.  
When Angel Food nationally pulled out 
of California we had to stop.  However, a 
core group is continuing to seek out how 
we might continue to provide food sav-
ings to people in our community.  You 
might see another food ministry opportu-
nity in 2007! 

We had a successful first attempt at 
providing Alternative Christmas Gifts for 
you to give to friends and family this sea-
son.  The feedback from those who par-
ticipated was full of gratitude for this help 
in making something they’ve always 
wanted to do happen. Some of the most 
popular gift items were:  Breakfast for 
Street Children in Ethiopia, Bibles for 
Pastors or Older Children in India and 
Pencils for Children in Schools in Haiti.  
Over $8,000 was sent to the various mis-
sion partners and projects that were on 
our “shopping list.”  We will make im-
provements for 2007 and be back annu-
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ally. 
Eight young men and eleven young 

women from or connected to our congre-
gation left for InterVarsity’s Urbana Mis-
sion Convention December 27– 31.  It 
was held in St. Louis for the first time 
this year, a major location change for IV.  
We will look forward to the revealing of 
what God did at the close of the year in 
their lives as we move into 2007. 

Much has not been mentioned in this 
report. Angel Tree, Christmas in August, 
our partnership with World Impact’s Son-
shine Thrift Store, the many comings and 
goings this summer of folks in short term 
mission projects, the many visits from 
mission partners this year, the Harvest 
Party at Martin Park, the mentors who 
spend time with Children of Promise, and 
ways many of you quietly and faithfully 
support and pray for the work of God 
around the world.  We only have space to 
highlight a few, but we celebrate it all and 
praise God for this partnership we have in 
the grand adventure of seeing the gospel 
planted, taking root and growing in every 
people group God created. 

—Tr ish Armstrong 

Personnel 
Even in the midst of a season of pro-

fessional change and growth, our congre-
gation is blessed with a stable and com-
mitted staff.  This year brought celebra-
tion, both joyful and bittersweet.  We 
celebrated with Tom and Jean Parsons as 
they retired.  We rejoiced in celebration 
with Lana Roberts as she completed her 
ordination.  We welcomed Paul Arm-
strong as Parish Associate. 

We are also blessed with a very hard 
working staff! Each one has eagerly ac-
cepted additional responsibilities to cover 
staffing changes. Many have moved of-
fices and/or are accommodating physical 
changes in their work space. All are will-
ing to flex and grow in order to serve the 
Lord, our congregation, and one another! 

Please join me in appreciating our 
entire staff: Ordained, Program, and Ad-
ministrative/Support. Their prayerful 
dedication and desire to “worship, serve, 
and grow”  is a blessing to each of us and 
a glorious reflection of the love of Christ! 

—Denise Fink 

Prayer 
The desire for prayer to permeate 

every facet of our life together at First 
Pres continues to grow in number of 
participants, opportunities and creativ-
ity. While prayer is a featured part of 
virtually every event and meeting that 
takes place, here are some highlights. 

Our Pastor Prayer Partners Con-
tinue to pray throughout each service in 
the Heritage Room for the congrega-
tion, the preacher and the worship ser-
vice. The Communion Prayer Stations 
provide an opportunity for personal 
prayer during the serving of commun-
ion. We have a new opportunity for 
anyone in the congregation to receive 
prayer from a team member or pastor 
after every worship service. We believe 
this is a natural extension of our corpo-
rate worship time as we pray for one, 
another weeping and rejoicing together. 
Blue Jean Worship is a prayer service 
which takes place on the Saturday eve-
ning prior to Communion Sunday. This 
intimate service is led by our pastoral 
staff and musicians and focuses on 
worship, prayer concerns and God’s 
Word. The Sudan Prayer group is an 
outgrowth of an Adult Nurture class. 
This small group has felt led to pray on 
a regular basis for the ongoing geno-
cide in Sudan and the role of the church 
in this crisis. It meets on the second 
Sunday of each month at 8:30 in room 
101. The Long Range Prayer Team  
meets monthly praying for “Mission: 
Possible”  and congregational concerns. 

The Second Annual Prayer Walk  
was a 24-hour prayer walk following 
our Maundy Thursday service in the 
sanctuary. We incorporated all five 
senses to make it spiritually rich and 
meaningful for the “pilgrims.”  Since it 
started with the Maundy Thursday ser-
vice, we used a graphic of a falling 
altar for the theme “Pulling Down Al-
tars.”  We used the whole sanctuary: the 
robing room, the prayer room, the 
chancel, the pews, the balcony, the nar-
thex, even that “secret”  corridor behind 
the chancel. Many pilgrims signed up 
in advance, and many just arrived when 
it was convenient. We had approxi-
mately 80-100 participants in the walk, 
covering a span of 24 hours. We had 
security guards in place through the 
night, hosts, elders, deacons, and pas-
tors on a rotating schedule, and we had 

participation from all age groups. It was 
a quiet, reverent, holy time. We have also 
received requests from friends in other 
congregations who are interested in of-
fering such an experience in their own 
churches. 

—Brian Roberts 

Worship 
The worship ministry team  is made up 
of the following faithful servants:Audrey 
Deal, David Kimball, Rod and Felicia 
Kellenberger, Randy and Kimberly Reed, 
Brandon Roberts, Jeff Sands, Julie 
Carter, Lana Roberts, David Abdo, eld-
ers: John Ellenberger, and Brian 
McGuire, chair. 
Worship and Music 

We are blessed at First Pres with rich 
musical resources and great diversity. 
We are most thankful for our music staff, 
Bill Barbour, Carol Dice, Connie Ellen-
berger, Chester Goodale, Daphne Saul, 
and Walter Saul. 

The Chancel Choir continued to lead 
in worship and music during the year at 
first service and occasionally second ser-
vice. They also provided special music 
for Holy Week, Easter and Christmas. 
We are most appreciative of the volun-
teers of the Chancel Choir who are 
deeply committed to providing music 
each Sunday during the school year. 
They sing with passion and desire to use 
their gifts, whether rich or modest, in the 
service of the Lord. We are also thankful 
for the services of Marilyn Patten and 
Barbara Wagnon who faithfully serve as 
choir music librarians and keep us in 
music! In April the Chancel Choir was 
the featured choir at a Fresno Guild of 
Organists concert at University Presbyte-
rian Church celebrating the music of Mo-
zart. The choir celebrated the end of their 
year with a swim party and barbecue at 
the home of Martin and Bobbeye Tem-
ple. We kicked off the new year in the 
fall by having a choir retreat at Louis and 
Coke Evans home at Bass Lake.  What a 
wonderful place to sing to God! 

I was granted a sabbatical and took 
some much needed time to rest, relax, 
and recharge. I read many books and re-
evaluated my calling and also did some 
interesting research on selected topics. I 
returned in September with renewed en-
ergy. 
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Scott McCallum Clerk of Session 
 
Session Elders 
Class of 2007 
Barbara Knepper  Adult Nurture-
Chair 
Pat Alexander  Evangelism 
Skin Mead Evangelism Chair 
Br ian McGuire  Worship Chair 
Chester  Goodale Christian Educa-
tion Chair 
Louise Armstrong Adult Nurture 
Denise Fink, Personnel Chair 
 
Class of 2008 
Tr ish Armstrong Missions Chair 
Dan Barrows  Nominating Committee 
John Verwey  Christian Education 
Mark Ford  Management/Finance 
Chair 
Heidi Lynn  Adult Nurture 
Laura Spongberg  Evangelism/
Ministry Equipping Chair 
 
Class of 2009 
Mindy Franklin  Evangelism 
Br ian Robers  Prayer Chair 
Jana Rollf  Christian Education 
Mark Ruiz  Mission 
John Ellenberger   Worship 
Rober t Wood  Church Care Chair 

 
 
Deacons 
Class of 2007 
Patsy Cooper  Memorials 
John Goodell Special Events 
Carolyn Johnson Moderator 
Carol Miller  Communion/
Treasurer 
Margie Washburn Communion/
Deacon’s Corner 
Barb Scovell Commuion Chair 
 
Class of 2008 
Herb Arden  Food Closet 
Sylvia Armstrong Sunshine 
Mar ilyn Conrad  Meal Support 
Audrey Deal  Congregational Care/
Secretary./Memorials 
Mer lene Samuelian  Vice-
moderator/Meal Support 
Nancy Weaver  Food Closet 
 
Class of 2009 
Bob Parkman Transportation 
Jan Parkman Transportation 
Daphne Saul Sunshine/Meal Support 
Bob Wagnon LOVE Inc. 
Francis Weaver  LOVE Inc. 

Current Church Officers 

Once again, many people provided 
offertory music for us this summer as the 
Chancel Choir and other ensembles took 
their usual break. Thank you to you all! 

During the course of the year our 
children©s choirs performed at San Joa-
quin Gardens and Hope Manor in addi-
tion to their regular musical offerings at 
our church. We continue to be encour-
aged in our walk with God by our young-
est singers. 

In first service this fall we continued 
to be blessed with the brass one Sunday a 
month on hymns. They also regularly  
provide special music for worship 
sevices. In addition, we are appreciative 
of the talents of Jeff  Sands, Jon Hougard 
and now Kerry Rollins who play in first 
service once a month. 

One huge event was the installation 
of our new Rodgers Trillium organ. It 

was installed in October/November and 
we celebrated our new instrument in 
both services on November 12. We are 
thrilled to have such a magnificent in-
strument that has the capabilities to be 
used in such a wide variety of musical 
styles. 

In late November we hosted the 
30th Annual Messiah Sing-along and 
had a large and appreciative crowd! I 
really enjoy ministering to our wider 
church community by offering this 
event. A lot of worship happened that 
afternoon! Following the event Worship 
cooked up a delicious Soup and Bread 
Supper! We have some great cooks! We 
are appreciative of the many volunteers 
who decorate, prepare the food, serve it, 
and clean up. 

Worship finished out the year with 
a special Candlelight Christmas Eve 

service. Jamie preached, the Christmas 
Choir and Orchestra presented a Lessons 
and Carols Service narrated by Jon 
Smoot and several people were featured 
with solos. The services were once again 
very well-attended! 

In December we welcomed a new 
Worship Elder, John Ellenberger. We 
look forward to working with him in the 
coming months and years and appreciate 
the gifts and talents he brings. 

We deeply appreciate the work of the 
sound board and church technicians. 
Thank you for enhancing worship! 

Thank you to our church family for 
all of your prayers and support during this 
past year.  

—Dr. Julie Car ter  
 

Worship Ar ts 
2006 marked the tenth year of First 

Pres’  two-style worship service format. 
Both services have thrived in this way, as 
each of the services has had the freedom 
to  reshape its particular context. One of 
the results of this exploration and growth 
in 2006 is the advent of our worship 
band, Eleven. Eleven has brought their 
own brand of energy and a new sound to 
the second service. They are committed 
to building themselves into a team that is 
both musically and personally invested in 
one another. They are currently setting up 
their second collaboration with the Chan-
cel Choir. Look for Brandon to play the 
organ from time to time as well. As you 
can see, it’s been an adventure!  The 
“original”  worship team has graciously 
helped make space, even as they continue 
to serve faithfully. 

Our technicians—sound, PowerPoint 
operators and generators, those who place 
the sermons online or on CD’s each 
week—are here weekly. Many of them 
are in both services on Sunday mornings. 
If you see them, please tell them thank-
you. Their consistent work often goes 
unnoticed. 

We are thankful for all of the people 
who participate in each of these groups to 
lead and enhance our worship services. 
All in all, there are about 30 volunteers 
who serve in this way. Thanks also to 
elders Brian McGuire and John Ellenber-
ger, and several others who put in extra 
time throughout the year to facilitate the 
needs of all our worship services.  

—Rev. Lana Rober ts  
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Nominations for Church Office 
Your Nominating Committee prayer-
fully submits the following nominees to 
serve this congregation in 2007-2008.  

Elders 
Roxanne Cousins 
Roxanne came to First Presbyterian 
from Virginia as a Trainee (Networker) 
in 1978. She is married to Jim and they 
have two daughters, Andrea and Cath-
erine. She teaches elementary music 
and choir for Clovis Unified. She feels 
privileged to serve our church in this 
way.  
L iz Hulme 
Liz is honored to be asked to serve a 
church family that has loved and  en-
couraged her since she was young. She 
cannot separate her understanding of 
the profound beauty of who God is and  
the joy of serving Him from her experi-
ence here at First Pres. Her faith has 
been widened and deepened by the 
testimony of many, and she is grateful 
to this body of humble servants. Liz 
and her husband Scott have served on 
Long Range Planning, and as past  ad-
visors to the college ministry. She has 
also served in Children’s Ministries. It 
was a great joy to  serve on the Pastor 
Nominating Committee that brought 
the Evans  family to First Pres.  Her 
children, Charlie, David and Betsy as 
well as her parents, Sam and Betsy 
Reeves, all attend First Pres. 
Stuar t Conrad 
Stuart has been married to Marilyn for 
25 years, and they have three children: 
Abby (who is married to Josh and 
teaching junior high up in Stockton), 
Christina (a junior at Whitworth Col-
lege), and Kevin (a freshman at Fresno 
City College). They have been coming 
to First Pres for 15 years. They were 
attracted to the church by the strong 
involvement of members and by the 
youth program. Since joining, Stuart 
has served on session on Evangelism, 
and also on  Christian Education. He 
has also taught Sunday School for 
about six years, worked with the Net-
worker program, and has been in the 
choir for fourteen years. 

David Kimball 
Dave Kimball last served as a ruling 
elder over 30 years ago—at another 
church.  He is excited about his nomi-

nation, and has felt God “nudging”  him 
to enter a more active leadership role at 
First Pres, in addition to some of the 
“back office”  tasks he has been per-
forming, such as a PowerPoint   opera-
tor, part of the digital recording team, 
and member of the Bell Choir. He has 
been a member of the Evangelism 
Worship Team for the past three years, 
and will continue to serve here as a 
Session member.  Dave and Adrienne 
are in their 48th year of marriage, and 
have been members of First Pres for 
about 23 years.  They are blessed to 
call First Pres their church home, to be 
served by outstanding pastors, and to 
have made so many friends here who 
have loved and cared for them over the 
years. God is so good! 
Janelle Grunberg 
Janelle started coming to First Presby-
terian in college. She was looking for a 
youth program and a friend invited her 
to Seekers. She became a member eight 
years ago because she wanted to raise 
her children here. Her husband Torsten 
became a believer after many years of 
prayer and outreach from this church 
community. They have three children: 

Kollin, Kayla, and Yana.   
Chr is Rosik 
Chris and his wife, Joy, have been mar-
ried for 15 years and have attended First 
Presbyterian church all of that 
time.  They have two daughters, Annalise 
and Julianna.  Chris works as a psycholo-
gist at the Link Care Center , which spe-
cializes in addressing the mental health 
needs of full-time Christian workers (i.e., 
missionaries and pastors) and their fami-
lies.  He also teaches a psychology re-
search practicum at Fresno Pacific Uni-
versity.  He has graduate degrees in psy-
chology and theological studies from 
Fuller Theological Seminary. 
Phil Crantz 
Phil and his wife Jan  joined First Pres in 
1984 – the Centennial year (the church’s 
- not our marriage).  He has previously 
served as an elder in Missions, Person-
nel, Evangelism and Christian Educa-
tion.  He is currently a member of the 
Mission Ministry Team and the Pastors’  
Prayer Partners.  

Deacons 
Barb Wagnon 
Barb and her husband Bob have been 

(Continued on page 10) 
     

 2006 Church Budget Report 
   Budget 2006 Actual 2006 Budget 2007 

 Administration 70,440 53,731 63,415 

 Adult Nurture 44,700 26,374 39,950 

 Christian Ed 80,000 70,269 80,000 

 Church Care 116,600 112,138 120,000 

 Capital Tech Fund 1,500 1,951 800 

 Deacons 4,800 3,994 4,800 

 Evangelism 38,900 33,137 36,300 

 Missions 160,000 160,388 163,900 

 Personnel 890,020 854,296 863,516 

 Worship 38,700 28,010 41,700 

 Ministry Equipping 4,000 1,834 3,000 

   1,449,660 1,346,122 1,417,381 

 2006 Spending                1,346,122   Per  Capita  

 2006 Revenue                1,248,706   General Assembly $5.79*  

 Revenue over    Synod $5.17   Presbytery $13.94  

 Expense                   (97,416)  $24.90 per  member*   
 

*  2004 Session decided to with hold G.A. portion of per capita until there was assurance of the 
direction of our denomination.  The amount is deducted from the total 'per capita'. 

 

 

     



Necrology Repor t 
 
 
We lovingly hold in memory those 
members who have gone on to be with 
our Lord: 

 
Margaret Jenkins 

11-2005 
 

Marjorie Hopper 
1-21-06 

 
William Lung 

2-11-06 
 

Charles Plann 
2-19-06 

 
Paul Butts 
2-23-06 

 
Helen Lung 

5-25-06 
 

Robert Smith 
8-1-06 

 
Frank Freiberger 

11-2-06 
 

Lorraine Hudson 
11-27-06 

 
Al Frey 

11-29-06 
 

Clifford Ruby 
12-6-06 

 
Mildred “Connie”  Ruby 

12-16-06 
 

Delfred Edwards 
12-29-06 

 
Alberta Duvall 

12-31-06 

Nominations, Continued 
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members of the church for approxi-
mately two years and attended regu-
larly for less than two years before that.  
They loved the church from the begin-
ning and have felt from their first visit 
that the Spirit of God was there!  Barb 
has been a Christian most of her life.  
She and  Bob are the parents of five 
children.  She has been a member of 
the choir for nearly all the time they 
have attended First Pres, but this will 
be her first opportunity to serve in an-
other capacity at this church. 
Walter  Saul 
Walter is a music professor at Fresno 
Pacific University. He and his wife, 
Daphne,  came to First Pres in 2003, 
when they moved here from Portland, 
Oregon. They have been married for 26 
years. They have two married daugh-
ters, Charity and Mary Anne and two 
wonderful sons-in-law, Sean and 
James. Walter and Daphne love the 
solid, biblical teaching and great music 
at First Pres. They are both members of 
the choir, and Walter plays piano often 
at the first service. Walter is looking 
forward to serving as a deacon, and 
joining  Daphne in this ministry. 
Carol Rudolph 
Carol and her husband Jerry have been 
married 30 years this year.  Their 
daughter  Shannon and  son-in-law Phil 
Ogilvie are currently in Costa Rica 
with Alternative Missions.  They have 
attended First Pres for 28 years and 
Carol has taught Sunday School, 
worked in the nursery and helped as a 
temporary Sunday School Superinten-
dent.  Her prayer is that God will use 
her to express His love to those she is 
sent to serve. 
Mar ilyn Bokemeier  
Marilyn joined First Pres three years 
ago, and has been involved in Mis-
sions, Singles, Long Range Prayer 
Team, and the teen group at Bethany 
Church. Her children, Matt and Laura 
live in the Bay area. Laura has  two 
children, Amanda and Connor. She also 
has a  90-year-old mother, a sister and 
brother who live in Southern Califor-
nia. She came to First Pres because she 
needed to improve relationships, start-
ing with her relationship with God.  
Glor ia Watts 

(Continued from page 9) Gloria became a member of First Pres in 
1988. Her husband, Paul, attends Imman-
uel Lutheran Church in Easton. They 
were married in 1968, and do not have 
children. Paul was born in Peru and Glo-
ria grew up in Oregon. She was born in 
Mexico, and came to the United States as 
a foreign student. She served as a deacon 
from 1997-2000, and accepted to serve a 
second term in 2003, but resigned after 
one year when her sister was diagnosed 
with lung cancer and eventually died. 
She will be filling a two-year deacon 
term, and she is grateful to bring to clo-
sure a second full term as a deacon with 
God©s grace and guidance. 
Karon Chambers 
Karon has attended First Pres over 20 
years. Patsy Cooper invited her to Body 
Life supper. She loved the fellowship and 
the youth group. It  was and still is tre-
mendous. She is a wife, married 41 years 
to her high school sweetheart, a full time 
mom, and involved grandmother of three. 
Serving as a deacon will be an honor and 
a privilege. God has blessed her with the 
willingness to serve. She is the perennial 
volunteer. 
Roger  Taylor  
Roger joined First Pres in 1959. He met 
Arida at the church, and married her in 
1963. He has served in many roles, and 
currently serves as the church historian. 
Roger has worked for Fresno’s Planning 
and Development, and also as a Fresno 
County Assessor. In retirement, he en-
joys camping, travel, history, and most of 

Annual Sunday  
Worship Attendance 

  Year  Attendance 
1996: 31,111 
1997: 30,121 
1998: 30,285 
1999: 29,843 
2000: 29,838 
2001: 28,414 
2002: 28,256 
2003: 27,335 
2004: 29,146 
2005: 29,030 
2006: 29,557 
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Membership Report 
 2002 2003 2004 2005 

Membership Jan. 1 798 850 862 881 

Membership Dec. 31 850 862 881 896 

Gains:        

 Letter 27 24 14 6 

 Professions 16 26 6 27 

 Reaffirmation 11 4 20 8 

 Reinstated 12 4 2 1 

Losses:        

 Death 4 9 11 12 

 Transfer 2 11 8 8 

 Inactive Roll 1 24 10 1 

 Erased 4 0 0 6 

 Ordained 3 2 0  

Marr iages*  2 4 4 2 

Funerals 6 10 14 15 

Baptisms        

 Infant and Children 6 7 10 7 

 Adults 1 3 2 0 

*By First Pres ministers        

2006 

896 

907 

 

22 

4 

5 

0 

 

12 

5 

0 

1 

2 

6 

11 

 

9 

1 

 

all his grandchildren, friends,  and the 
love of his life, Arida. Roger’s faith 
developed from high school days in 
Walla Walla, Washington, and contin-
ues through 47 years of worship, Bible 
study, and fellowship at First Pres. 

Nominating  
Debbie Fletcher  
Jim and Debbie came to this church as 
college students and stayed to raise 
their three children (now adults) in this 
supportive body of Christ. She has been 
involved in Networkers, Session, Sun-
day School and Prayer Partners. Debbie 
looks forward to serving prayerfully  
on Nominating Committee. She would 
like to express thanks for the privilege 
of serving in this way. 
Jim Franz 
Jim came to First Pres with his family 
when he was eight years old. Going 
through all the youth groups and col-
lege activities has given him many op-
portunities to grow deeper in his faith, 
build lifelong relationships, and be in-
volved in  a variety of ministry oppor-
tunities that have challenged and 
strengthened his faith. He met his wife, 
Melanie, when she came to the 
church in high school. The Lord has 
blessed them with two children, Cath-
erine and Evan.  Jim has served on 
various committees over the years and 
has had the privilege of serving as a 
deacon and elder. Melanie and Jim 
served for six years as advisors to our 
college group.  He looks forward to 
serving  the Lord and our church on 
Nominating Committee.  
Andrea Mead 
Andrea Mead, married to Skin Mead 
for almost 40 years, is a real estate bro-
ker for Guarantee Real Estate.  She has 
been a member at First Pres for about 
20 years, and has served as a deacon 
and an elder.  She is currently serving 
on the Long Range Prayer Team and is 
part of the Evangelism Committee 
where she has organized the recent 
“Suppers for Seven”  events.  She has 
been in love with this church family 
since her first Couples’  Conference at 
Mt Hermon, many years ago. 
Br ian McGuire 
Brian’s family is truly blessed by the 
relationships with members of First 

Pres. In the past they have been in-
volved in the Christian Education Min-
istries, and he served as an elder.  He is 
grateful for the leadership opportunity 
and prays that God will bless others 
through him.  He is excited about the 
growth God has planned for him and 
for this church. 
Jeff Sands 
Corrie and Jeff started attending First 
Pres together, along with her  parents H 
and Terry in 1995. Since then, they 
have worked with junior high and high 
school, and in the nursery and pre-
school departments. They also enjoy 
hosting Networkers and contributing to 
the worship ministry. Jeff considers it 
an honor to serve the body in this way, 
and he is committed to seeing First Pres 

continue to identify itself with an ever-
changing culture, the passions of its 
members, and the people of its neighbor-
hood. 
Mer lene Samuelian 
Merlene had the good fortune to have 
been brought to First Presbyterian, 
Fresno as a six- month- old infant.  She 
was raised, married to Richard, and 
raised their two sons here at First 
Pres.  She acknowledged Christ as her 
Savior before the session at the age of 12, 
when she joined the church.  This church 
has encouraged her, challenged her, 
prayed for her, and loved her for many 
years.  Presently she is serving as a dea-
con and looks forward to serving on the 
Nominating Committee. 
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 The deadline for  the March 

Challenger is February 17 at 5:00 
p.m. It will be mailed out March 2. 
Please submit articles to: Daphne 
Saul (daphne4926@sbcglobal.net) 
or leave in newsletter box in church 
office. The deadline for  “ A Place 
for  You”  is each Monday at 5 
p.m. Please submit announcements 
to Cheryl Eaker (485-6460) or 
ceaker@fpcfresno.org.  
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Rev. James Evans, Senior Pastor 
jevans@fpcfresno.org 
Rev. David Abdo, Executive Pastor 
dabdo@fpcfresno.org 
Rev. Lana Rober ts, Associate Pastor 
lroberts@fpcfresno.org 
Rev Paul Armstrong, Pastor to the Congregation 
Rev. Thomas Parsons, Pastor Emeritus 
  
Craig Blodgett, Assistant Youth Director 
cblodgett@fpcfresno.org 
Dr . Julie Car ter , Coordinator, Worship & Music 
jwlc@sbcglobal.net 
Greg Ehler t, Youth Director 
gehlert@fpcfresno.org 
Susan Glover , Administrator 
sglover@fpcfresno.org 
Terry Jaurena, Mission Director 
tjaurena@fpcfresno.org 
Cor r ie Sands, Birth-Pre K Children’s Director 
csands@fpcfresno.org 
Marcie York, K-6 Children’s Director 
myork@fpcfresno.org 
Other  Church Staff: staff@fpcfresno.org  
Newsletter  Staff: 
Editor: Daphne Saul 
Editorial Board: Karin Cook, David Kimball, Paula 
Lloyd and Bobbye Temple 
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Special Sunday  
Schedule 

January 21 
 

8:30-11:00 a.m. Children ages two 
through seven come to the Art 
Room for breakfast and activities, 
thanks to the Pink House. 
 
8:30 a.m. Ages eight through 
adults meet in the Fellowship Hall 
for brunch and the Annual Congre-
gational Meeting. Cost is $5 per 
person or $10 per family, 
 
10:30 a.m. Joint worship service in 
the sanctuary 
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