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Welcome New Members! 

Jean Chaffee 
     Jean is a retired teacher and chil-
dren’s author with two children and 
four grandchildren.   The Bible 
preaching and strong outreach and 
mission programs attracted her to 
First Pres.  

     She enjoys acting as a zoo docent, 
traveling, hiking and “playing 
grandma.”    

     She states that “Jesus has been 
my rock through the highs and lows 
of my life.”  

James and Nancy Lee Crump 
     Jim and Nancy have been regular 
First Pres attendees since 2003.  
They enjoy the emphasis on the 
Word of God, the outstanding music 
program and how the church reaches 
out to others.  

     They have two sons and six grand-
children.  Jim is a retired high school 
business teacher and Nancy is a retired 
junior high teacher who now teaches at 
Episcopal School Center. 

      Jim’s hobbies include decorating, 
gardening and the care and activities of 
their grandchildren.  He adds, “The care 
and prayer of friends at First Pres and 
the pastors’  loving care have demon-
strated Christ’s love to me.”  

     Nancy enjoys traveling, reading and 
caring for her grandchildren.  She and 
Jim also care for an elderly friend with-
out family.  She states, “ I have felt 
Christ’s presence through Jim’s illness.  
He has led us in making the right deci-
sions.  The pastoral staff ministered to 
us through prayer and support.”  

                                

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Gunst 
     Nancy is a registered nurse with 
three sisters and 11 nieces and nephews.  
She enjoys reading and traveling.       
 She came to First Pres because of 
Catherine Alkire.  She adds, “This 
church has been so wonderful to myself 
and my family.  I am so excited to offi-
cially be a member!”  
 

Jana Klassen 
     Jana grew up at First Pres, and came 
back a few years ago.  She enjoys the 

music, Jamie’s preaching and singing 
on the worship team. 

     She is employed as a paramedic 
and is engaged to Matthew Reed.  She 
enjoys music, drama, reading, travel-
ing and cross stitch. 

Scott and Wendi Norvell 
     Scott and Wendi have been mar-
ried 20 years and have three children:  
Luke, 17; Chris, 15, and Kaylene, 11.  
Wendi home-schools their three chil-
dren and Scott is a teacher at Cutler 
Elementary School. 

     They came to First Pres for the 
Biblical teaching, and active and vi-
brant children’s/youth ministry. 

     Scott enjoys music and plays the 
tuba and guitar.  Wendi’s hobbies in-
clude reading, scrapbooking, and 
hanging out with kids.  She adds, 
“God has made His presence in my 
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life so obvious.  I have been amazed 
over and over again how the Word of 
God applies to every aspect of my 
life.  When we began coming to this 
church, God began to add prayer and 
its absolute necessity to my life.”  

Marilyn Patten 
     Marilyn is married to Tom, a re-
tired Presbyterian minister.  Her 
daughter is Marjie Washburn.  She 
has three other daughters, nine grand-
children and four great-grandchildren.   

     She is a retired sixth-grade teacher 
and enjoys making cross-stitch pro-
jects for her family.  She also loves to 
read.  She came to First Pres because 
of family (Marjie and John 
Washburn, Susan Washburn, Eliza-
beth and Curtis Smith).  

     “We love being part of a house 
church and I thoroughly enjoy being 
in the chancel and bell choirs.”  

Reed and Rhonda Pope 
     Reed and Rhonda came to First 
Pres by word of mouth and invitation 
from friends.  They like the strong 
Biblical preaching, welcoming people 
and emphasis on prayer.  They have a 
son, Brian, 21, a student at Fresno 

Pacific, and a daughter, Laura, re-
cently deceased. 

     Reed is a sales representative with 
Multi Business Systems and enjoys 
tennis and “armchair”  sports.  He 
adds, “The church family really min-
istered to us after the death of our 
daughter Laura.”  

     Rhonda is a homemaker whose 
hobbies include reading, gardening 
and meeting friends for coffee and 
Bible study.  “The support of the 
church family following the death of 
our daughter has been a great blessing 
to our family.”  

Jim and L isa Quist 
     Jim is a dairy farmer and Lisa is a 
homemaker and special education 
aide.  They have five children:  
Amanda, 20; Dustin, 19; AJ, 14; 
Jacob, 12, and Rebecca, 11. 

     They were invited to First Pres by 
Gerre Brenneman and Ronnie 
Samuelian and stayed because of the 
heart of the church and the character 
and compassion of the leadership.  

     Jim’s hobbies include coaching 
and watching youth sports, and read-
ing.  He explains, “God’s mercies 
never run out.  He patiently called me 
to a relationship.  Today I constantly 
am supported knowing His mercies 
are new every morning.”  
     Lisa enjoys Bible study, children’s 
activities, sports, music and reading.  
“Great is His faithfulness!  I see 
God’s hand in every area of my life.  I 
have failed often but He does not.”  
 

Matthew Reed 

     Matthew is a second-grade teacher 

 

and is engaged to Jana Klassen.  His 
hobbies include travel and scuba. 

Peter  and Carolyn Scheer 
     Peter and Carolyn began attending 
First Pres at the recommendation of 
friends.  They have a son, Robert, 31, 
and daughter, Carolyn, 26.   

     Peter is a self-employed food bro-
ker and Carolyn is a homemaker and 
teaches piano and French.  Their hob-
bies include gardening, cooking, boat-
ing, tennis and reading. 

Ralph and Marcie York 
     Ralph and Marcie began attending 
First Pres when Marcie became the 
Children’s Director in November, 
2004.  They have three daughters, 
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     Michael and Lynette are expect-
ing their first child in April.  Mi-
chael is an IT professional whose 
hobbies include politics and golf.  
Lynette is a first-grade teacher. 

     They came to First Pres at the 
invitation of Tom and Jean Parsons.  
They have enjoyed the excellent 
Biblical teaching and the worship 
music of the contemporary service.  
They have also grown in faith 
through their participation in the 
ALPHA course.  Michael adds, 
“The Lord has blessed us in many 
ways.  His presence has been a 
calming and guiding force.  I have 
greater security in who I am because 
of Him.”  

 

Peter  and Michele Cooper 
     Peter and Michele both grew up 
at First Pres (Peter’s parents are Pe-
ter and Patsy Cooper). 

Julie Ward, married to Tom; Sarah 
Hawes, married to Brandon, and Ra-
chel, 18, a freshman at Fresno Pa-
cific.  They have three grandchildren. 

     Ralph is a job developer with 
Hope Now for Youth and enjoys 
cross country skiing and reading.  
Marcie’s hobbies include reading, 
gardening, and antiquing.  She adds, 
“ It is a joy to be a part of this church 
family.  It is an exciting time to be a 
part of God’s purpose for First Pres.”  

Michael and Lynette Casaretto 

     Peter is a commercial real estate 
appraiser who enjoys skiing, working 
on his house, road trips to the coast 
and mountains, and playing with his 
dog, Chloe. 

     Michele is a homemaker whose 
interests include spending time with 
family and friends, traveling, skiing, 
shopping and lying on the beach.  She 
adds, “ It is such a blessing to be back 
at First Pres after being gone for 15 
years.”  

Testimony and Mar tyrdom                  By Greg Ehler t, Youth Director  
     Last fall, our First Pres high school group, the SOURCE, went on its annual Santa Cruz retreat.  Instead of having a 
guest speaker give four sermons to our students, this year I decided to challenge the leadership students to share their tes-
timonies with their peers.  They took on the challenge.  Many of them were nervous, but they stepped up to the plate and 
all hit home runs. 

 In all, there were 12 high school students who shared their testimonies that weekend.  Before each sharing session, 
many of the advisors and I prayed with the students who were to speak.  Before praying, Dan Barrows reminded us that 
the term Christian was actually given to believers in the first century by the Romans.  In fact, Jesus called his followers 
Witnesses.  Listen to Acts 1:8:  “ But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my wit-
nesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." (NIV) The Greek term for witnesses is 
“martoos” , where we get the term martyr.  In the Greek, it can also mean testimony, evidence and proof. 

 When we think of martyrdom, we think of those who have lost their physical lives because of their witness to faith in 
Christ.  This is certainly true and is one of the reasons that martyrdom was seen as the highest act of devotion in the early 
centuries of the Christian church.  I didn’ t think about it too deeply when I asked the students to share their testimonies, 
but after hearing them, I realized that death is very much a part of a testimony of life in Christ.  Let me explain. 

 Scripture tells us that in Christ our lives are not our own, but we were bought at a price.  The old has passed away 
and the new has come!  Paul says in Galatians that we have been crucified with Christ and it is no longer we who live but 
Christ who lives in us.  (Gal. 2:29)  When our lives are redeemed by grace through faith in Christ, something profoundly 
radical happens.  I saw this in a fresh way as I listened to the dozen testimonies at Santa Cruz.  Each young person told of 
struggles in withstanding temptation, suffering rejection, and feeling alone in their faith at times.   The students spoke of 
the cost of following Christ in terms of not being able to participate in much of what their peers pursue in high school.  
They also spoke of the importance of the youth group and its role in helping them remain strong in the midst of trials, 
temptations and struggles. 

 It was extremely difficult for many of the students to stand in front of their peers.  Public speaking is an uncomfort-
able and terrifying proposition for many people and I am proud of our students for courageously taking on the task.  As 
our students talked about how they’ve had to learn to die to sin and embrace the truth of their identities in Christ, I was 

                                               Continued on Page 5 
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 My niece Megan and my nephew 
DJ love doing puzzles.  As a former 
preschool teacher, I enjoy doing them 
with them, too.  I love to help them 
notice what piece might go where in a 
puzzle, and show them how to notice 
how the colors and shapes match up.  
Oh, the joy on their faces when it’s all 
put together.   

 I’m also watching some puzzle 
pieces come together in our life as a 
congregation.  It seems the Holy 
Spirit is giving us hints about what 
might go where and adding to our 
picture of how First Pres might fit in 
our city.  Let me tell you about one of 
those pieces. 

 The name on the puzzle piece is 
Angel Food Ministries.  There are 
faces and hearts on that piece as well.  
They are the core team that is forming 
to launch this ministry, hopefully in 

April.  John Goodell is one of them.  
So is Michele Cooper.  Around these 
two coordinators are Richard and 
Merlene Samuelian, Jean Chaffee, 
Pete and Patsy Cooper, Karon Cham-
bers, Joan Emerson, Peter Cooper and 
a few others.    
 Born in a place with a great 
name, Good Hope, Georgia, in 1994, 
this organization is dedicated to pro-
viding grocery relief to communities 
all over the United States.  Anyone 
can order Angel Food’s once-a-month 
menus.  It’ s about $60 worth of gro-
ceries (good, first-quality fresh and 
frozen products including meats, pro-
duce and eggs) for $25.  It’s food for 
a week for a family of four, and pos-
sibly a month for a single adult.   

 Other churches in Fresno have 
already begun their Angel Food min-
istries.  We’ re going to partner with 

Bethany Inner City Church and who-
ever else we can in our neighborhood 
to provide this practical help to as 
many as we can.   The word on the 
street is that once folks volunteer a 
few hours one Saturday a month to 
distribute food that is pre-ordered, 
they love it.  Nobody seems to be 
having trouble keeping their Angel 
Food volunteers.   

 So, on this puzzle piece is our 
organizing team, Bethany Inner City 
Church and other Lowell neighbor-
hood ministries, and folks from the 
community and our church who will 
be blessed as they stretch their food 
dollars.  And there’s space for more 
volunteers of all ages and abilities.   
We’re trusting the Holy Spirit will 
help you look and see if you’ re on 
that puzzle piece and just where you 
might fit in this service to our com-
munity.   

Puzzle Pieces                        By Terry Jaurena, Mission Director 

A Place For You Foundation - A Br ief History               By Wally Upton  
     A Place for You Foundation was 
established in late 1992 in an attempt 
to resolve a church crisis—the im-
pending loss of most of the church’s 
parking area. 
     Starting in the early 1970s, various 
long-term planning committees had 
advised First Pres that it needed to 
acquire the property across the street 
that members had been using for 
years to accommodate the church’s 
Sunday morning parking needs. The 
bulk of the property was owned by a 
group of a dozen or so people who 
had been involved in criminal activity 
(i.e. using the business located in the 
corner of the property as a cover for 
dealing drugs). When this group was 
arrested, the loan it had obtained from 
Bank of America to acquire the prop-
erty went into default, because several 
of the owners were jailed.  The bank 
started to foreclose, but in the process 
discovered that the property was con-
taminated with hazardous and toxic 
waste, prompting the bank to discon-
tinue its foreclosure activities.  At this 
point, First Pres inquired about buy-

ing the note, but price and terms 
were never agreed upon and several 
years went by with no decision be-
ing made to make a formal offer.  
During this period, First Pres mem-
bers continued to park on the un-
used property because the church’s 
small parking area had long since 
become totally inadequate.  
     In November of 1992, it was dis-
covered that Bank of America sold 
its promissory note to a family then 
residing in London. The bank repre-
sentative we had been in contact 
with over the years indicated that 
the bank wanted the non-performing 
loan off its books and sold it to a 
buyer who planned to develop the 
property for commercial uses.  Such 
a development would have taken 
away the church’s use of the park-
ing area and ultimately this loss 
would create the need for First Pres 
to move elsewhere.  
     A special Session meeting was 
called to discuss the crisis and it 
was determined that even if the 
church was able to raise the funds 

necessary to acquire the note, it 
would not be in a position to fore-
close for several reasons. First, the 
property was contaminated with haz-
ardous and toxic waste. Second, the 
property was subject to $3.5 million 
in tax liens resulting from unpaid 
taxes of the owners who failed to pay 
income taxes on their drug-dealing 
profits. Third, a portion of the prop-
erty the church needed had a century-
old historic home which would have 
to be removed.  Session was con-
cerned that if First Pres acquired the 
property and removed the dilapidated 
but historic home, they would be 
faced with headlines in the paper 
reading 100-Year-Old Church De-
stroys 100-Year-Old Historic Home. 
This risk, Session felt, should be 
avoided. The fourth problem was that 
litigation with the former owners 
would be necessary because the 
County of Fresno, which had been 
renting the parking area for weekday 
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 Life loses something in the trans-
lation.  Describing anyone else’s 
struggle makes it appear a tad less - 
flatter and thinner - yet to learn from 
experience, describe we must. Pic-
tures do well in this arduous task. 
Somehow the visual is worthy of 
more than a thousand words for it 
ignites our imagination which is a 
close cousin to compassion.  To feel 
what another experiences, it helps to 
try and go there 
mentally, to prov-
erbially walk in 
their shoes in 
one’s mind’s eye. 
Thus Louise Hick-
man has helped 
me understand 
both her season 
and that of her 
many fellows who 
walk trial-blazed 
trails.  In her case, 
a widow’s mourn-
ing. 

 I received a 
Christmas card 
from her, and it 
was a picture that 
I assume she took:  
wind-troubled, 
deep dark, cold 
waters, and, shining from the center 
of that frigid, disturbed surface was a 
light reflected. It was breaking into 
many colors and radiating back, both 
illuminating the inky waters below 
and simultaneously demonstrating all 
of its brilliant hues as it stood out 
upon its dark liquid background. Just 
in case the recipient missed the po-
tent metaphor in this photograph, 
Louise included a handwritten prayer 
copied from a Hebrew Psalter: 

  “ Rays pass and years vanish and 
we walk sightless among miracles. 
Lord, fill our eyes with seeing and 
our minds with knowing. Let there be 
moments where the lightning of your 
presence illumines the darkness in 
which we walk. Help us to see wher-

ever we gaze that the bush burns 
unconsumed and we who are 
touched by God will reach out for 
holiness and exclaim in wonder, 
‘How filled with awe is this place 
and we did not know it. Blessed is 
the Eternal One, the Holy God’ ”  

 Context is everything, timing 
too, for this is done by a woman 
only new to her unexpected widow-
hood. Talk of sermons in living 

form! Of all the 
Christmas cards I 
have read this 
year, that one 
moved me to stop 
and stand in awe 
of our God and 
what the Holy 
Spirit does in a 
broken and yet 
grateful heart. 
Isaiah tells us 
from 2,700 years 
past that “a peo-
ple who have 
walked in dark-
ness have seen a 
great 
light…” (Isaiah 
9:2) It appears 
that Louise is ex-
periencing such a 

light from Christ, a most unexpected 
Christmas gift, the reality of loss 
and the comfort of God’s consola-
tion and majestic beauty. This was 
no store-bought card, nor easy 
merry message. This communica-
tion had been wrested from the 
depths of despair and shock. 

 Perhaps you, like I, get a tad 
tired of plastic holiday spirits and 
then wham, something real like this 
slams into your mundane day and 
the wheels of the Kingdom can be 
heard turning in our heads again. 
The child born in a manger grew up 
and became dangerous to all that is 
hopeless and tragic. He brings very 
real light to darkness. 

There is a Hear t in Darkness       By Rev. Jamie Evans, Sr . Pastor 

Continued from Page 4  (Upton)          

employee parking - had been with-
holding lease payments to anyone 
because of conflicting demands by 
both the property owners and Bank 
of America.  In substance, anyone 
purchasing the bank’s note would 
also be purchasing a lawsuit over 
who was entitled to the accrued 
lease proceeds.  
     For all of these reasons, Session 
decided to authorize the formation 
of a separate independent founda-
tion to attempt to acquire the prom-
issory note, to solve the various 
legal and contamination problems, 
and to develop the property as a 
parking facility which could be 
leased to the church. When the 
foundation was formed, First Pres’  
long time motto, A Place for You, 
became its name.  In due time all 
legal, tax and contamination prob-
lems were solved, the contested 
lease proceeds were obtained and a 
successful fund-raising campaign, 
known as “Above and Beyond,”  
run jointly by First Pres and A 
Place for You Foundation, was 
pursued in order to refurbish vari-
ous parts of the church and to de-
velop the parking lot, which we 
now enjoy.  

Continued from Page 3  (Ehlert) 

 reminded of the battle that is wag-
ing for our souls every day.  Jesus 
told us that if we lose our lives for 
His sake, we will find them.  When 
Jesus calls us to Himself, He asks 
us to die to our will and embrace 
His.  Although most, if not all, of 
us may never be asked to give up 
our physical lives as witnesses for 
Christ, we are asked to give up our 
will to Him.  May we continue to 
grow in our readiness to yield our 
will to that of our loving Father. 



 

 

Deadline Information 
  The deadline for  the Apr il issue of 

The Challenger is Fr iday, March 24  
at 5 p.m.  It will be mailed out April 6.  
Please submit articles to Daphne Saul 
(252-4064), daphne4926 
@sbcglobal.net, or leave in newsletter 
box in office.                                                 
      The deadline for  “ A Place for  
You”  is each Monday at 5 p.m.  Please 
submit announcements to Cheryl Eaker 
(485-6460), via email at 
ceaker@fpcfresno.org. 
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Session Report 

By Scott McCallum 
 
Highlights from the Feb. 21 meeting 
are as follows: 

� Remember to pray for Sudan.  
There will be a standing prayer 
meeting on the first Sunday of each 
month, in Room 101, at 8:30 a.m. 

� Junior High 30-Hour Famine 
March will be held March 3-4. 

� The Lenten Series will begin on 
March 8, at 6:00 p.m., based on Ben 
Patterson’s book Waiting. 

� High School Fundraiser for the 
Easter Week Mission Trip to Mexico 
will be held after both services on 
March 12. 

Bi r t h  Announcem en t  
 

Oliver  Joseph Crantz was born 
on Feb. 17, 2006, in  Houston, 
Texas.  Delighted parents are 
Jon and Holly Crantz, along 

with big brother Elliott .  Proud 
grandparents are Jay and Kor-
du la Lazarus and Phil and Jan 

Crantz. 

Current Session Elders 
 

Class of 2006 

Denise Fink, Personnel 

Jim Herbert, Evangelism 

Kim Lee, Christian Ed. 

Pam Sells, Missions 

Kurt Sterling, Worship 

Robert Wood, Church Care 
 

Class of 2007 

Pat Alexander, Evangelism 

Louise Armstrong, Adult Nurture 

Chester Goodale, Christian Ed. 

Barbara Knepper, Adult Nurture 

Brian McGuire, Worship 

Skin Mead, Evangelism 
 

Class of 2008 

Trish Armstrong, Missions 

Dan Barrows, Nom. Committee 

Mark Ford, Mgmt/Finance 

Heidi Lynn, Adult Nurture 

Laura Spongberg, Evan./Min. Eq. 

John Verway, Christian Ed. 


