Equipping the Family of God at First Presbyterian Church, Fresno

Welcome New M embers

John and Margo Deniston

John and Margo have three
children, Abbey, 27, Luke, 24,
and Holly, 20. They cameto First
Pres because their son Luke al-
ready attended. Margo’s brother,
Matt House, and family are also
attenders.

Margo worksin special educa-
tion with Clovis Unified. Sheen-
joystravel, snow skiing, tennis
and reading. John is a speech pa
thologist. Hisinterests are golf,
hiking, tennis, piano and history.

Zebulon and Rebecca Price

Zeb and Rebecca are expecting
their first child, agirl. They came
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to First Pres after attending Holly-
wood Pres for a year, looking for a
similar fit in Fresno.

Zeb works as a police officer, and
Rebeccais a part-time substitute
teacher. They enjoy spending time
with their two dogs, Peety and Lilly,
and with their families,

“We're just happy and grateful to
have found such awonderful com-
munity of believers. We look for-
ward to being a part of this church
family. God brought us to the right
place.”

Jeanette Jaurena

Jeanette has afour-year-old
daughter, Megan, and works as a
graphic designer for Gottschalks.
Her interests include reading, gar-
dening, hiking, skiing and sewing.

She came to First Pres when she

moved to Fresno because of her
brother, Steve Jaurena.

She quotes 2 Cor. 1:3-4 asa
themeverse, “...He comforts usin all
our troubles so that we can comfort
others...” Sheadso adds, “I have
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been in arecovery program since
1989 and am currently involved in
Celebrate Recovery, abiblically-
based 12-step program. | am eager
to tell others about God's comfort
to those who are hurting. | am also
dedicated to the ALPHA program
here at First Pres. | would urge
everyone to experience the deeper
exploration of the Christian faith
and fellowship of the ALPHA
course. Come hungry, physically
and spiritually, and you will be
filled.”

Shirley Keith

Shirley isawidow with three
children, Ruth Hill, Harlene Hill
and Harvie Keith, and six grand-
children. She recently moved from
Sutherlin, Oregon to Clovis. At
First Pres sheis attracted to the
principles taught and preached as
well as the excellent examples of
leadership and opportunities to
serve using her talents and abili-
ties.

Continued on Page 3
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What Did He Say?

(

Our sanctuary is designed
upon an ancient traditional plan
thousands of years old, the cruci-
form pattern. It is meant to
maximize light and awe at its
height and intricate ceiling.
Stained glass can rain down col-
ored beams, and the long cement
walls add reverberation to the
music we love so very much.

Unfortunately thisdesignis
murder on the spoken word.
Many are having a hard time
hearing our announcements and
portions of our sermons. Voices
in the higher registers are easily
lost in the over three-second re-
verberation from front pulpit to
back balcony we experience.
Sound bounces from speakers to
walls, and then washes together
into amix creating dead zones
and regions of garbled acoustics.

Quietly our David Abdo and
Randy Reed have been leading a
sound evaluation with MGA, a
firm here in town that profession-
aly builds custom acoustical so-
lutions for a nationwide clientele.

Thanks to resources pro-
vided anonymously, and not part
of our ongoing capital campaign,
we have signed a contract worth
close to $200,000 to refurbish
our acoustics and sound system.
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By Jamie Evans, Senior Pastor

This summer you will watch
as speakers are changed out,
sound softening material is
carefully applied to the wallsin
our sanctuary’s existing colors,
transmitting equipment is al-
tered to directly beam sound
into the receivers of the new
generation of hearing aids, and
the sound board is adjusted to
minimize the reverberation that
makes hearing the spoken word
difficult for some among us.
Thiswill be the most thorough
sound refurbishment we have
ever attempted.

Our theology states that the
preaching of the Word is our
central worship activity. We
aim, therefore, to do much to
rectify our acoustical issues.

Let usknow if thisis helping
you hear, and watch aswe in-
stall state-of-the-art technology
to bring our ancient architecture
into the 21st century sound ex-
perience.

Also, please be patient aswe
adjust this new technology to
the parameters of our building
to maximize your listening acu-
ity, for we want you to hear
every word.

Wherein theWorld
areWwe?

By Terry Jaurena

We're all over the place this
summer! There are so many First
Pres members who are on their
way or even already back from
cross-cultural ministry experiences
this summer, it’s hard to keep track
of them all. There are probably
even afew | don't know about.

We aretrying to pray over al of
them as they are heading out. |
know they’d be grateful if we re-
member to pray for the work God
will do in and through these mem-
bers of our body as they extend
themselvesin God's Kingdom.

AmeliaMiller has aready re-
turned from atrip with Baylor stu-
dentsto Kenya.

Jamie, Mindy, Bekah and Lu-
cas Franklin left at the end of June
to begin their Alongside Discovery
leadership. It'satimeto study the-
ology, church history and commu-
nity living. Then they will do
cross-cultural ministry and Mindy
and the kids will go to Albania.

Michael Lynn and Katie Fink
are going as participants on Along-
side Discovery starting July 2.
They will also bein Albaniafor the
ministry portion and return August
13.

Charlie Hulme heads for Zam-
bia July 5 to work on an orphanage
through World Wide Explorers and
will be back July 22.

Brooke Beatty is also working
in an African orphanage, and she
will bein KenyaJuly 9 - Aug. 17.

Nathaniel Blissis part of an
EV Freeteam going to El Salvador
July 7-17.

Continued on Page 4
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GOOD SUMMER
READING!

By Albert Pauls

Fiction:

“Zion Covenant” series, by Bodie
Thoene—an intriguing six-book
series with a setting of the Jew-
ish plight in Europe, 1939-
1945, beginning with Book 1,
Vienna Prelude.

“The Mitford Y ears” series, by Jan
Karon—adelightful five-book
account of aparish priest and
his ministry, his marriage, and
his community involvement.
Book 1, At Homein Mitford

“The Wakefield Dynasty” series,
by Gilbert Morris—three books
in an English setting during the
reign of King Henry the V1II.
Book 1, The Sword of Truth.

Books by Francine Rivers, 17 titles
assinglesorin series, arealso a
popular read.

Nonfiction

Teaching the Word, Reaching the
World: Moody Bible I nstitute,
the First 100 Years, Robert G.
Flood

Teaching Your Child How to Pray,
Richard Osborne

A Long Obedience in the Same
Direction: Discipleshipin an
I nstant Society, Eugene Peter-
sen

One Faith: the Evangelical Con-
sensus, J. |. Packer
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Make Me Like You, Lord, Colleen
Townsend Evans

Twelve Extraordinary Women:
How God Shaped Women of
the Bible, John MacArthur

HeHasMade Me Glad: Enjoy-
ing God’s Goodness with
Reckless Abandon, Ben Pat-
terson

101 Reasons You Can Believe:
Why the Christian Faith
Makes Sense, Ralph Mun-
caster

The Peace Maker: A Biblical
Guide to Resolving Personal
Conflict, 3rd Edition, Ken
Sande

The Weight of Glory and Other
Addresses, C. S. Lewis

Biography

Prisoners of Hope, Dayna Curry
and Heather Mercer. The story
of captivity and freedom in
Afghanistan.

Let’sRoll, LisaBeamer. Septem-
ber 11 terrorist attack.

Continued from Page 3

The Glaspey Family has the
chance to mix work and ministry
asthey will bein Zambiain July
aswell asvisiting Kenya with
friends who serve with Medical
Ambassadors International .

Laura Moorehead leaves July
13 for Cameroon with an Azusa
Pacific team. She'll be back Au-
gust 3.

John, Lisaand Lindsey Goo-
dell head for Korce, Albaniato
work with mission partners lan and
Caralee Loring.

Our church team heading for
Albaniawill bein Erseke helping
to run anew joint venture with the
city and the church there providing
day camp for kidsin the commu-
nity.

Team members are: Steve and
Terry Jaurena, Kimberly Cooper,
Allyson West, Michelle Gagnon
and Vernon Burt. They leave July
20 and return August 8.

Thank you for upholding every-
onein prayer. Thank you for giv-
ing generously to send them out.
Thank you for asking them about
their experiences when they return.

Praise God for the perspectives
these experiences add to our body
when they return.

Continued from Page 1

She is amerchandiser for
American Greetings and enjoys
scrapbooking, photography and
reading biographies.

She adds, “ God blesses me
daily and keeps reminding me that
staying close to Him isthe only
way that | can make it through my
life. I love studying God'sword.”
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A Farewdl Letter from Tom Parsons

Dear First Presbyterian Friends,

In less than a month my minis-
try as your Associate Pastor of
Pastoral Care and Evangelism will
cometoaclose. Itisdifficult to
believe that nearly nine years have
passed since Jean and | joined you
inthefall of 1997. These have
been wonderful years of becoming
part of aloving and supportive
church family, growing together
with you in the knowledge and
grace of our Heavenly Father, and
serving together in making the
transforming truth and joy-giving
love of our Lord Jesus known to
people who are hungry for spiri-
tual redlity.

Approaching retire-
ment is anew and differ-
ent season, as some of you
who have walked this part
of the journey have
shared. Thereisthe joyful
anticipation of a somewhat
slower pace of life after 41
years of busy and fre-
quently intense and de-
manding ministry. There
is the hope of getting to do some
things that have aways been put
off for lack of time.

We will enjoy more time with
our precious grandchildren and
family, with friends, and for hob-
bies and some golf. We also plan
to get out into God' s grand crea-
tion in the mountains or along the
seashore. | plan to enjoy more
timefor leisurely prayer and re-
flection, study of Scripture and
reading the books I’ ve put aside
for “someday.” And | will have
time to work on some ministry
projects that have been ssimmering
in the back of my mind.
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But it is also a season of
change and closure, as we leave
ministries that have been so very
satisfying and relationships that
have been so specid. | will
miss sharing with you in glorious
worship, serving alongside the
Deacons, listening while someone
struggles to face a personal crisis
with faith in agood God, the ca-
maraderie in our staff meetings,
and visiting with you in home or
hospital when we lean hard on the
Lord in uncertain times.

I’ll miss the great jokes and
biblical insights from the guys at
the Friday morning men’s Bible

study, the probing questionsin the
ALPHA classes, the banter and
teamwork of the Evangelism Min-
istry Team, and the graciousness
and flexibility of our outstanding
office staff when plans change and
deadlines press. And I'll missthe
wise and prayerful interchanges
among the eldersin Session meet-
ings (something many pas-
torsrarely experience!) and the
rich seasons of prayer with staff,
elders and prayer partners.

As | write of these rich experi-
ences my heart is overflowing
with thanks for God' s awesome
goodness over these years among
you. But God leads us through

different seasons, and it istime for
Jean and | to slow our pace and
put aside many of these ministries
- atimefor closure of one season
and transition into another.
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-8)

Y ou may be wondering about
the transition in ministry responsi-
bilitieswhen | leave. The Ses-
sion’s plan distributes my areas of
ministry among several staff mem-
bers and elders. Paul Armstrongis
assuming pastoral care, visitation
and working with the Dea-
cons. Lana Roberts, who will be
ordained as afull pastor in Sep-
tember, will cover some pastoral
care, new member orienta-
tion and leadership equip-
ping. Elder Brian Roberts
will coordinate prayer
ministries. Ed Swenson
will coordinate the AL-
PHA program. Elders
Skin Mead and Mindy
Franklin will oversee wel-
come and assimilation of
visitors.

Some of you have
asked about our future
plans. Jean and | are looking for-
ward to an extended vacation to-
gether thisfall. We will have sev-
eral months of rest and travel, time
with family, enjoying the great
out-of-doors and some quiet soli-
tude and renewing of our
souls. Then | expect the Lord to
lead me into some part-time minis-
try here in the Fresno area (though
not at First Pres, which denomina-
tional rules disallow).

| look forward to teaching
again in Albania, thistime
on church history and the book of
Ephesians, and some travel to in-
teresting places along the way. |

Continued on Page 5
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Three Voices

In his book, The Contempla-
tive Pastor, Eugene Peterson
writes about the three voices of
verbs. He explainsthat the Greek
language has verbsin the active,
passive and middle voices. We
have these nuances in English as
well.

An example of the active
voice could be, “I counseled
Tom.” An example of the passive
voice would be, “| was counseled
by Tom.” But the middie voice
would be, “1 took counsel from
Tom.” Themiddlevoiceisthe
voice of participation in another’s
initiation. Tom initiated and | re-
sponded.

The middle voiceis abit like
dancing. Imagine two dancers
trying to dance in the active voice.
They step over each other’s toes
and it looks more like wrestling
than dancing. Now imagine one
dancer in the active voice and the
other in the passive voice. One
dancer becomes dead-weight in
the arms of the other. Dancing is
amiddle-voice activity. Thereis
agive and take or an initiation/
participation action taking place.
That’s why good dancing is so
beautiful to watch and fun to par-
ticipatein.

All of thisisto say that we
can respond to God with any of
these three voices. Often were-
spond in the active voice. God
calls usinto relationship with
himself, but we imagine that we
have to be perfect or live up to his
demands for there to be arelation-
ship in thefirst place. Wetry
hard not to sin, to keep the com-
mands, and to be diligent in spiri-
tual disciplines, but we struggle to
maintain the effort. Others
around us see the face we present
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By Greg Ehlert, Youth/College Director

and think we have it all together.
It takes a tremendous amount of
energy to sustain thisfalse self in
public, but we might eventually
believe that we actually are bet-
ter than others and can earn
God'sfavor. The Pharisees were
likethis. Theword that de-
scribes lifein an active voiceis
pride.

Some of usidentify more
with the passive voice. Thiskind
of paradigm is often fatalistic
and hopeless. Lifeishard and
we've always felt like we' ve
been on the outside of what
seems to be happening. We've
given up trying to compete with
the competencies of the people
around us and we're tired of try-
ing to play the games of status
and success our society pro-
motes. So we do our own thing
and allow the world to go on
without us. We feel isolated,
alone, unappreciated and margin-
alized. Peopledon’t like us
much and God doesn’'t seem to
either. Wetakethe cardswe're
dealt and do our best to deal with
them. The operative word for
the passive voice lifeis despair.

But there’ s another way,
which is the way of Jesus, and
that’ s the middle voice. God
speaks, and we listen. We're not
sure if we can do what He calls
us to do, but we'rewilling to try.
We hear the voice telling us that
we're loved and we take the risk
of actually believing it. We see
the pride and despair in others
and have compassion for those
around us who don’t yet under-
stand the truth that they are loved
by God completely and uncondi-
tionally. We've learned that our
competencies are gifts from God

but we don’'t have to be prideful
about our successes or despairing
about our failures. We have space,
strength and hope to love and be
loved. We love because God first
loved us (1 John 4:19). Wedon't
think that makes us better or more
valuable than others, nor do we
feel defeated because God initiated
arelationship with usfirst. The
word that best describes the life of
the middle voiceistrust.

Can you think of abigger
moral failure than not trusting
God? If thereisanything or any-
one in the universe worthy of our
full, complete, total, unreserved
trust, it is God.

Continued from Page 4

will continue to be active in our
San Joaquin Presbytery’s congre-
gationa development program,
the steering committee for our
new church development in
southeast Fresno, and prayer re-
treats for pastors and leaders. |
am very grateful for the Session’s
invitation to make First Pres our
long-term spiritual home, and we
look forward to worshipping with
you when we can while involved
in other ministry during this next
Season.

Jean and | are very grateful
for the many warm expressions of
love and affirmation you have al-
ready extended to us. And we
will continue to treasure in our
hearts the bounteous blessings we
have received from you over these
wonderful years of serving Jesus
together.

In Hislove,

Tom Parsons
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Deadline Information

Thedeadlinefor the August issue
of The Challenger isFriday, July 21
at 5 p.m. It will be mailed out August
2. Please submit articlesto Carol Va-
lencia (454-9467, cjm44@cvip.net), or
leave in newsletter box in office.

The deadlinefor “ A Place for
You” iseach Monday at 5 p.m. Please
submit announcements to Cheryl Eaker
(485-6460), viaemail at
ceaker@fpcfresno.org.
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Dear Friends,

How grateful we are for your
prayers regarding the land dispute at the
Torchbearers— Albania site in Erseke
where we serve as house parents. Just
today we received an e-mail from Mark
and Ruthie Stoscher:

We finally settled our court case
and were able to get the land that was
in dispute! Thank you, thank you to
al who prayed and stood with us
through this! Y our encouragement
and prayers made such a difference!

All of the entrance area to our cen-
ter in dispute isnow ours. In addi-
tion, we were able to get a strip of
land behind the center of about a half
an acre.

We are so grateful for your prayers
regarding this matter and rejoicing at
God's hand in the midst of it all.

On another note, we returned from
Albaniain early May with both of us
limping from an aching knee - Bob’s
left and Linda sright. Together we're a
great pair! After x-ray, MRI, and doc-
tor’ svisits, theresult isthat Linda
needs a knee replacement and Bob is
getting a series of fiveinjections of a
synthetic cartilage. We would ask you
to pray that these weekly injections
resolve Bob’s knee pain and that the
surgery for Linda s knee (set for July
11) is safe and that the recovery is with-
out complication.

We are still intending to return to
Albaniafor the next Bible school term

in the fall and so we seek your prayers
that God would see us through this
healing process.

Blessings and love,
Bob and Linda Osborne
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Dear Church Family,

Thank you for the generous
gift of care you have given to
me. God has provided some
wonderful caregivers for
which | am so grateful. May
the Lord continue to encour-
age you in your faith and in
your walk with Him, just as
he does every day for me.
We have a great and wonder-
ful God!

Love,
Suzi Martin and Family
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