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Giving Trends, 2006 by Jamie Evans, Senior Pastor

The nuts and bolts of running a
church require a regular check of
the finances. This is not the most
exciting part of leadership— con-
versions, Biblical literacy and
prayer trump accounting any day
of the week. But we are stewards
of God's resources and each Fall
we take stock. Missionaries
need support, staff and facil-
ity require funds, while future
plans want seed monies for
goalsto be met.

Our trends this year show
us off the mark in the General
Fund. We have plenty of re-
serves to pay the hills, but we
would be wise to bring this to
your awareness and ask you
to pray about how to desig-
nate your giving. We would
urge al to tithe as the Lord
has called us to do, and to
move in gratitude with His
resources.

Estimates figure roughly that
our church population gives close
to $2,000,000 to loca and world
wide mission each year in outside
private giving. This is a healthy
number and we are grateful for the
effects it brings to the work of
Christ.

We also give through our con-
gregation north of $150,000 in
Designated Mission funds that our
members send to specific mission
agencies world wide, using our
Mission Team as an evangelical
clearing house. This helps us track
what our people are doing for min-
istry and what your passions are in
priority. Lastly, our Mission Team

itself gives roughly $160,000 in
genera funds vyearly to our
church Mission Partners, of
which we have just south of 50.
In years of abundance the Ses-
sion aso has asked for a double
tithe to Mission of any overage
or behest not designated. Last

year this number totaled
$80,000 in Mission giv-
ing above and beyond
the funds listed.

We dso have just
finished pledges for our
Capital Long Range
Plan. Over three years this con-
gregation has promised to give
roughly $3,000,000 to improve
our property on various levels for
ministry into the next generation.
That is $1,000,000 yearly and we
will see construction beginning
as soon as the city gives us the
nod of approval on our plans.

Lastly our general fund for
paying salaries, upkeep, and pro-
grams totals out at $1,300,000

annually. This includes Mission’s
$160,000 yearly alotment men-
tioned above. Depending on the
year between 60 per cent to 70 per
cent of these general funds go to
pay the salaries of our seventeen-
plus employees. Each summer we
fall a tad behind on giving levels
and then in the Autumn we catch
up as families return from travels.
By December we are usudly
breaking even on expenses and
giving levels.

This year we are further be-
hind than most on this Genera
Fund giving. Part of this may be
due to our Capital Fund drive and
our serious Mission giving, part to
high fuel and energy costs we all
are paying right now, and perhaps
a portion is due to our attention
focused elsewhere. We
have not had to pro-
mote stewardship for
the Genera Fund in the
past five years, for we
have experienced
amazing increases in
Tithes and Offerings
and thus were in a sea-
son of relative plenty.
We were able to divert attention to
other matters in the Fall and till
balance expenses to income.

In the overall picture, we are
remarkably blessed to be able to
fund so many missionaries, have a
stable and solid staff at full levels
and rebuild our facility all simulta-
neously. This remains a season of
grateful plenty, and yet as you can
see we have many priorities that
need funding.



WORSHIPTHE LORD IN THE
SPLENDOR OF HISHOLINESS

by Dr. Julie Carter

We were made to worship and the
church was created for worship. In |
Peter 2:5, 9 we learn that the churchisa
people ‘called out’ from the unfaithful
and the world and set apart for the Lord
as ‘the saints' or ‘holy ones.” The West-
minster Confession says, “Man’s chief
and highest end is to glorify God and
fully to enjoy Him forever.”

How do we glorify God? We do
that in worship both individually and
corporately as the body of Christ. Sun-
day morning worship is to be the
“topping off,” so to speak, of our own
individual week of worship. When we
attend church on Sundays we gather to
hear the Word of God through scrip-
ture, sermon, music and prayer. It is not
something that is done for us that we
observe as if it is a play on a stage.
Rather, it is something we actively par-
ticipate in with wholehearted exuber-
ance and grateful thanksgiving. Bob
Rognlien says in Experiential Worship,
“Authentic worship is a persona ex-
perience with the living God. God
comes to us and we
respond . . . it can
happen  anyplace
and anytime we are
loving God and
seeking Him.”

So on Sunday
mornings, do Yyou
come to church with
the expectancy that
you're going to have
a persona experi-
ence with God?
That He is going to
come to you? | hope
you do! He so de-
sires to reveal Him-
self to you. Being the great, sovereign,
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, Heis
worthy of our praise!

Y et sometimes as we come to wor-
ship we feel dry and not always praise-
ful. If we present ourselves to Him and
ask Him to fill us, He will not deny us.
We simply need to be available. There
is an old saying that goes something

like this: “God can't guide
us if we aren't moving!” |
would alter that to say, “We
can't worship God if we don't start
praising Him and we can't start prais-
ing God if we don't start speaking or
singing of His glory.” Once we begin,
we start to feel praiseful. That's God
working in usto help us praise Him.

For some of us, singing is the
way we most deeply praise God.
Reading words of praise is meaning-
ful but there is something about put-
ting it into song that really speaks to
the depths of our souls. | know be-
cause I'm one of those people! Each
week the members of the Chancel
Choir put words to song and sing of
God's praises and of the mighty deeds
He has done. We don’t sing for our
own edification but to the glory of
God.

I know if you were to ask any one
of the members of the choir they
would tell you that they don’t sing for
their own glory and adulation. Their
desire is to offer their talents
and love for music to God.
When they present their music
in worship the congregation
worships aong with them as
they listen to the music and
meditate on the words.

The effect of singing with
others is powerful. The combi-
nation of voices amost be-
comes a living, breathing, en-
tity offering adoration to God.
If that kind of experience
speaksto your soul | invite you
to sing with the Chancel Choir
on Sunday mornings. Correc-
tion! | invite you to worship
with the Chancel Choir as we “sing
and make music in our hearts to the
Lord” (Eph. 5:19).

There really isn’t a“ prerequisite”
to singing with our choir. The most
important thing | would say is, pray
over it and see if God is leading you
into this area. Just don’t ignore His
nudges. The invitation is extended to

everyone in our
church of high school
age and above. It's
an excellent way to meet new people
and get involved in our church. If
you're a beginner you won't be ex-
pected to sing a solo. (That's the nice
thing about being in a group!). The
choir is also a team. We may not be
able to do great things by ourselves but
as agroup we can.

What's ahead for those interested
in Music Ministry this fall? There is
something for everyone so | hope you'll
look for away to get involved! Chancel
Choir will be resuming rehearsals Sun-
day, September 10. Plan to try it out
this fall and come to the choir room at
9:30 am. Bring yourself and a desire to
glorify God in song! Our annua choir
retreat will be Saturday, September 23,
8:30 am. to 3:00 p.m. at Bass Lake.
Contact Dr. Julie Carter, 432-2858.

Also coming in September, the
Joyful Ringers will resume rehearsals
on September 6 at 5:00 pm in the Patio
room. Contact Carol Dice, 226-5174.
Beginning on September 10: The Brass
Ensemble will rehearse at 8:30 am in
the choir room. Contact Bill Barbour,
322-6353.

For children: Kids Praise Singers
for grades K-2 will begin September 17
at 8:30 (note new time). Contact Ches-
ter Goodale at 440-1737. Full Court
Pres for grades 3-6 will begin Sunday
September 17 at 11:00 am in room 101.
Contact Daphne Saul for more informa-
tion at 252-4064.

Martin Luther expressed the power
of music in worship when he said,
“Except for theology, music alone pro-
duces what otherwise only theology can
do, namely, a cam and joyful disposi-
tion.” Music must never be the goa of
worship but in the words of Robert
Webber, “it can help draw us into the
heavens and stand with the heavenly
throng as they offer praise to the Fa-
ther.” Now that sounds exciting! See
you in September!



Picture from Albania by Terry Jaurena

Here' s a snapshot from my recent
trip to Albania along with others from
our congregation. We were in Erseke
and had just spent about seven days
working with seventeen junior high
boys and two (just two) girls from the
community in a day camp outreach.
Those days were full of a lot of
games, a lot of waking and hope-
fully a few seeds of the gospe
planted in the hearts of some ener-
getic young men and two brave
young girls.

It was our last few days and our
service for that time was to support
the women’s conference team.
Women from all over Albania came
from Friday afternoon to Sunday for
fellowship and teaching. We were
part of the support crew: cooking,
serving, cleaning. My friend Shelly
said of those days, “I've handled
more produce in two days than |
have in my life time.” It was a lot of
cutting of vegetables. She's not all
that into vegetables. | can now
proudly add “can run a potato peeling
maching” to my resume. There are

surprising things to be learned on a
short term mission trip!

After the first session of the con-
ference, while we were setting up to
serve dinner, | got to greet a young
woman | have known since my first

experiences in Erseke. She was in
school then. She is now a mother of
a three year old and serving in a
ministry through the church in
Korca. Her name is Margarita. Her

A Note From Tom and Jean Parsons

Dear Friends of First Pres,

sister Albana was the first in her fam-
ily to come to Christ. Margarita was
the next. | had not seen her since
2001.

She was as glad to see me as |
was to see her again. We kissed
cheeks (Albanian style) and hugged
(American style). After inquiries
about family members and life in gen-
eral, she embraced me again. With
misty eyes she said, “Oh, it's so good
to see you. | remember that you were
the first to share the love of God with
me.” Through even more misty eyes |
said something about what a privilege
it was to get to do that. And it was.

Later my thoughts turned to the
seventeen energetic boys and two
brave young girls. | wondered which
ones of them might one day say to
Teuta or Ida or Christy or Dennis or
Berta (the Albanian young people we
worked with at the day camp) or to
anyone from our American team, “I
remember that you were the first to
share the love of God with me.” Oh,
how | hope so. They are sweet words.
Have you ever heard them?

Jean and | wish to express our profound gratitude for the very generous gift presented to us at my retirement
dinner party. We are amazed at the generosity of our friends at First Pres and feel so loved and affirmed as we make
the transition to this next season of life. The whole day of celebration was very special, from the wonderful wor ship
service through the delicious dinner and warm expressions of love. It was particularly meaningful to have all our fam-
ily present to join in the festivities and meet so many of our First Pres friends.

Your gift of Pastor Emeritusis already very meaningful, as it makes us feel a continuing strong connection to
the congregation, albeit in a different relationship. We look forward to wor shipping with you all fromtime to time, as

our new commitments permit.

We thank you all for your many expressions of love and affirmation as we move into a new chapter of our
lives. We feel energized to step into the new opportunities and challenges the Lord has ahead.

Sncerelyin Jesus' love,

Tom and Jean




Thirty New Titles!

Books that are ready for circulation will
sit on the shelves unread—collect
dust!—unless we tell you what is avail-
able. Andit'slikely that you might find
something in thislist of new titles that
will give you needed insight, strengthen
your resolve, edify you, enrich your life
and/or service.......or just plain entertain
you!

Nonfiction
The Dual-Earner Marriage: The
elaborate balancing act (©1995), by
Jack and Judy Balswick.
The Unexpected Journey: Conversa-
tions with people who turned from
other beliefs to Jesus (©2005), by
Thom S. Rainer.
Memories of God: Theological reflec-
tionson a life (©1995), by Roberta
Bondi.
How to Raise an MVP—Most Valu-
able Person (©1996) by Ambrose and
Frieda Robinson. For every NBA fan.
The Church: What we were meant to
be (©1998), by Ken Hutcherson.
Longing for Tenderness: Responsible
love before marriage (©1983), by
Gerhard Hauer.
The Great House of God: A home for
your heart ( 1997), by Max Lucado.
What We Evangelicals Believe
( 1991), by David Allan Hubbard.
Gracious Chrigtianity: Living the love
we profess ( 2006), by Douglas
Jacobsen and Rodney Sawatsky.
The Doors of the Sea: Where was
God in the tsunami? ( 2005) by
David Bentley Hart. 2Book of the
Y ear® award.
Paul Meets Muhammad: A Christian-
Muslim debate on the resurrection
( 2006), by Michael R. Licona.
The Art of Forgiving: When you need
to forgive and don’'t know how
( 1996), by Lewis B. Smedes.
Real Sex: The naked truth about chas-
tity ( 2005), by Lauren F. Winner.
Girl Meets God: On the pathto a
spiritual life ( 2002), also by Winner.

The Rabbi’s Heartbeat ( 2003), by
Brennan Manning.

The Dream Giver ( 2003), by
Bruce Wilkinson, with David and
Heather Kopp.

Twinkle: Sharing your faith one
light at atime( 2006), by Elisa
Morgan.

The Great Giveaway: Reclaiming
the mission of the church . . .

(' 2005), by David E. Fitch.
Outcome: A blueprint for becoming
an effective church ( 2006), by Tim
Passmore.

Ordinary Christiansin aHigh-
Tech World ( 1986), by Robert E.
Slocum.

Who's Afraid of Postmodernism?
Taking Derrida, Lyotard, and Fou-
cault to church ( 2006), by James
K. A. Smith.

Turning Around the Mainline:
How renewal movements are chang-
ing the church ( 2006), by Thomas
C. Oden.

Walking on Water: Reflections on
faithand art ( 1998), by Madeleine
L'Engle.

Two missionary books by John Gil-
man on evangelical work with the
oppressed peoples of India
They'reKilling an Innocent Man
( 1998).

Freedom Cry ( 2004).

Fiction
Honor’'sPledge( 1998), by Kristen
Heitzmannb Perhaps you' ve read
Nos. 2-5 of 2Rocky Mountain Leg-
acy®; here' sBook 1).
Marduk’s Tablet: What If the Leg-
end IsTrue? ( 2003), by T. L. Hig-
ley.

Two more novels by Karen Kings-
bury:
Oceans Apart ( 2004).
Divine ( 2006).

Deeanne Gist offers these two histori-
cal novels:
A Bride Most Begrudging ( 2005).
The Measure of aLady ( 2006).

The2Aloha Reef® series by Colleen
Coble:
Distant Echoes( 2005; bk. 1).
Black Sands ( 2005; bk. 2).
Dangerous Depths ( 2006; bk. 3).
b Albert N. Pauls

The Mystery of

Relationship
By Greg Ehlert

There are many words that we use
on a regular basis, most of which are
ordinary and straight-forward. Some-
times we can be surprised, however,
when we dig deeper into aword's his-
torical development and meaning. This
was true for me when | looked a bit
deeper into the idea of being in arela
tionship with God.

Eugene Peterson's version of the
Bible called The Message is a helpful
paraphrase of scripture. He trandated 1
John 2:15-17 as, 2Don't love the
world's ways. Don't love the world's
goods. Love of the world squeezes out
love for the Father. Practically every-
thing that goes on in the world — want-
ing your own way, wanting everything
for yourself, wanting to appear impor-
tant — has nothing to do with the Fa-
ther. It just isolates you from Him. The
world and all its wanting, wanting,
wanting is on the way out — but who-
ever does what God wants is set for
eternity.°

Not only are we not to love the
world's behaviors that dissipate our
souls, but we are to reject the underly-
ing presuppositions that give rise to
such damaging practices. Oswald
Chambers warned that we should be-

ware of any
loyalty other
than that to
Jesus Christ.
God knows
that @making
idols® of ma
terial  goods,
positions  of
power or our very selves will 2squeeze
out® the love of the Father. We can
literally fill ourselves up with the
agtuff of the flesh® to the point that
there is little or no room left for the
Father to be heard, seen or experi-
enced.

When we sell-out to the idea that
our value, worth and contentment
come from status, power and posses-

(Continued on page 5)



Mothersin Christ by Anne Ellis

More than
eight years
ago, when |
was amom for
the first time,
First Pres
started a group
that connected
me with other
mothers, fed
me spiritually
and made me feel more a part of the
church. Over the years, this mothers
group has brought lasting friendships
and invaluable lessons about being a
mom and a woman of God. As summer
comes to a close and we look forward
to the start of a new season of activities,
| invite the women of First Pres to join
Mothers in Christ for a journey of
learning and fellowship.

The group meets from 9-11 am.
on the second and fourth Tuesdays of
the month in the Adult Lounge. Child
care is available. The second-Tuesday
meeting features brunch followed by
a speaker at about 9:30, while the
fourth-Tuesday meeting focuses on
study, prayer and fellowship. Our first
meeting of the fall is Sept. 12, featur-

ing inspirational
speaker Shawna
Marie Bryant.
Shawna Marie
delivers a pow-
erfful message
through  song,
scripture  and
personal stories.
Our own Pastor
Jamie  Evans
will reflect on

his parents, and being a parent, on Oct.
10. We expect to cover avariety of top-
ics over the year, from devel oping more
meaningful prayer time to learning
about mission work.

The theme verse for this year is 2
Corinthians 3:3 — 2You show that you
are aletter from Christ, the result of our
ministry, written not with ink but with
the spirit of the living God, not on tab-
lets of stone but on tablets of human
hearts.® Please join us this year as we
strive to learn what God wants for our
lives, and what wonderful messages He
will write on our hearts.

My children are 8 and 6 now, chal-
lenging and delighting me in different
ways as the years go by. Mothers INC.
continues to help me in the journey. For
more information, call Jeanne Durbin at
251-7747 or Anne Ellis at 434-6559.

(Mystery of Relationship—Continued
from page 4)

sions, we quickly isolate ourselves
from God. A synonym for isolate is
ainsulate® which means, 2to place in a
detached situation.° We easily live as
though God is not near us, with us, or
loving us. We are 2detached® from any
sense of Emmanuel, God with us.

But for the Christian, we seek to
obey the Father because the Father has
lavished His love upon us. Welisten to
Him and respond to Him out of grati-
tude and worship.

We actualy dare to believe that
He wants to have a relationship with
us. The word 2relationship® comes
from the Latin 2relatus® which is re
(again) + latus. Latus means 2carried
or born®. Oblatus means to 2fully
carry®, 2offer® or @bring before® To
have a relationship with God is to
afully offer® or 2bring before® Him our
very selves over and over again.

We are motivated to bring al of
who we are to Him because He has
first brought all of himself to us. A
relationship is a middle-voice phe-
nomenon of mutual 2bringing before®
to one another.

Our hope is that we can learn to
bring ourselves before the Father so
often, so consistently and so faithfully

that everything that 2goes on® around
us and within us is done in gratitude,
thanksgiving and worship of Him.
There is no room for compart-
mentalization in the way of the Fa-
ther. He is before all things and in

Him, al things are held together. A
Christian's prayer is for 2eyes to see”
and 2ears to hear® the Father every-
where and in everything, so that we
might always bring our entire selves
before Him.

Session Summary by Scott McCallum

Giving as of 6/30/06 was 10.38
per cent below budget; spending as of
6/30/06 was 3 per cent below budget;
and cash available for operations is
approximately one and a half months
of budgeted spending, as of 6/30/06.
Giving as of 7/31/06 was 14.35 per
cent below budget; spending as of
7/31/06 was 5 per cent below budget;
and cash available for operations is
approximately one months of budg-
eted spending, as of 7/31/06.

Mark the fourth day of the month
on your calendar to pray for our Pres-
bytery. Pray for the churches, the
seminary students, our pastors and
their families.

Remember to pray for Sudan.
There will be a standing prayer meet-
ing on the first Sunday of each month
in Room 101 at 8:30 AM (during First
Service). Pastor Prayer Partners meet
8:00 am on 9/9 and 12/2 for the re-
mainder of the year. First Presbyte-

rian has a long tradition of leading the
worship service at the Fresno Rescue
Mission on the First Sunday of each
month. This has been a tradition once
led by Dr. Trowbridge, and now Peter
France has taken the lead to assure that
members of our Church will be avail-
able to lead this service. Thisis a won-
derful opportunity for House Churches,
our Y outh Groups, Mariner Groups and
other Adult groups to volunteer and
receive the Joy of coming alongside
Jesus Christ to see names added to the
Book of Life. Please pray about this
opportunity to serve Him, and call Peter
to sign-up.

aSuppers for Seven® is planned
again in October.

Praise the Lord for the $10,300
generated this year from the Fireworks
Booth. This money will be used in
Youth Ministries, and will help fund
camp and youth trips.










The deadlinefor the October
Challenger is September 22 at
5:00 p.m. It will be mailed out Oc-
tober 5. Please submit articlesto:
Daphne Saul (252-4064), or
daphne4926@sbcglobal .net, or
leave in newdletter box in church
office. The deadlinefor “ A Place
for You” iseach Monday at 5
p.m. Please submit announcements
to Cheryl Eaker (485-6460) or
ceaker @fpcfresno.org.
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